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ARTICLE XXIII. 
CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 
By DANIEL T. NELSON, Prof. of Physiology and Histology. 


T. P. A., a bright, intelligent boy of 15 years, was bitten by 
the pet family dog on the morning of Nov. 27th, 1866. The 
dog had shown signs of illness for several days, was irritable, 
was frequently biting his tail, which seemed covered with some 
kind of an eruption at its extremity, whether the cause or re- 
sult of the biting, not known. Character of the eruption, 
whether vesicular or pustular, not known. Did not eat well, 
but took some food and drinks. Drank water the day he bit 
patient. Did not froth at mouth, or show any unusual symp- 
toms except those mentioned, and these were not considered by 
the family of any consequence, as the dog had had three such 
attacks before—one during each of the three previous winters. 
The only noticeable feature of this attack was the time of its 
occurrence, earlier than usual in the season. The morning on 
which he bit the patient, he seemed better, and ate a cracker 
which he gave him. It was»while feeding him with this that he 
snapped at him, apparently without provocation, inflicted a 
crescent shaped wound an inch and a half long in the left 
cheek, extending from the angle of the mouth, upwards and 
outwards, passing through the whole substance of the cheek. 

21 
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From the previous history of the dog, having had three attacks 
apparently in all respects similar, nothing was thought of the 
wound at the time. It was simply washed and drawn together 
with adhesive straps, when it healed kindly. 

During the day, after biting the patient, the dog presented 
no different symptoms, though he was not allowed to enter the 
house on account of his conduct in the morning. A few days 
after he was found dead, whether killed or not, not known. 

No further trouble of any kind was experienced by the pa- 
tient from the wound until Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1867, when, on 
coming in from play, snow balling, etc., he complained of “not 
feeling well;” throat a little sore; “that he had taken cold;” 
headache. Slept pretty well; sleep disturbed by dreams of 
fighting, etc. 

Wednesday, Feb. 27th.—Did not get up in the morning; 
sleepy; no appetite; thirsty; drank lemonade freely; throat 
no better. 

A homeopathic physician was called, who is said to have 
treated him for diphtheria. About 12, midnight, began to 
complain of an uneasy feeling—a pricking sensation—about the 
cicatrix on the cheek. About the same time, also, slight con- 
vulsive movements were noticed in the voluntary muscles. Did 
not sleep. 

Thursday morning, Feb. 28th.—Convulsive movements more 
decided, and easily excited; occur spontaneously every half 
hour, increasing in severity and frequency during the morning. 
Some difficulty in swallowing; speaks rapidly and loud, (latter, 
perhaps, on account of slight deafness of mother.) 

February 28, 3 P.M.—I first saw the patient; found him 
sane, but restless; eyes rather wild and staring; pupil some- 
what dilated; tongue slightly furred; protruded spasmodically, 
and with difficulty; respiration labored; pulse quick; sufficient 
strength; heart’s action accelerated; fluttering; face flushed; 
countenance excited; skin moist, natural; extremities extended, 
or moving spasmodically; cannot speak on account of spasmodic 
action of laryngeal muscles ; complains of sense of suffocation 
in throat and chest; want of sleep and thirst; water and all 
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fluids immediately rejected by sudden and powerful contraction 
of muscles of throat and chest; ice and all solids spasmodically 
seized by the mouth, and at length swallowed, but with difficulty. 
Any attempts at moving the body, swallowing fluids, or speak- 
ing, produce tetanic spasms of most of the voluntary muscles; 
opisthotonos, with strongest convulsions; bowels moved Tuesday ; 
urine passed. Thursday, P. M., 3 o'clock. 

Treatment, 3.15 P.M.—Atropine, gr. 3'5. 3.30 P.M.—Ap- 
plied ice bag to whole length of spine. 3.45 P.M.—Feels 
better; swallows solids, and breathes with less difficulty; had 
infus. tobacco made, Jiij. to Oj., and boiled to jviij. 4 P.M— 
Atropine, gr. ,1,, infus. tobaceo, 5ij., made into bolus, with 
common flour; swallowed without much difficulty; ice as de- 
sired. 4.30 P.M.—Convulsive movements again on the 
slightest exertion, but not so strong. Atropine, gr. ,1,; too 
restless to keep ice bag to spine; pupils dilating well from 
atropine; delirium; face more flushed and eyes injected; 
breathes easy, and talks freely; desires to leave the room. 
§ P.M.—Infus. tobacco §ss., in bolus; vomited; ordered to be 
kept quiet. 5.30 P.M.—Henry M. Lyman, M.D., called in 
counsel; delirium; more quiet; pupils well dilated; pulse 130, 
and losing strength; patient seems exhausted; lies upon back, 
head thrown back (ophisthotonos). No change in plan of 
treatment deemed advisable; no light or attendant allowed in 
the room; perfect quiet enjoined. 7.30 P.M.—Atropine, 
gr. jy. 830 P.M.—Atropine, gr. 4. 9.30 P.M.—Ol. 
tobaci gtt. j., instead of infus. on bread pill. 10 P.M— 
Failing rapidly; respiration labored; not conscious. 10.30 
P.M.—Opisthotonos increasing, as also general convulsions; 
respiration more labored; white, frothy mucus fills the mouth 
for the first time; saliva not noticeably increased or changed in 
character before; chloroform given by inhalation; muscles of 
chest relax, and respiration more easy; general convalsions 
also less marked. 

Kept sufficiently under its influence to quiet the tetanie 
spasms until death, 11.30 P.M.; died very quietly. At = P.M. 
the white mucus in mouth betaane of a rusty hue. 
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Remarks.—The history of this dog has suggested to my mind 
the following queries:—(1.) Had this dog had hydrophobia 
three times before, and recovered, not extending the disease by 
happening not to bite any one? Or (2) was this a severe 
attack, proving fatal at last, (as it is not known but the dog 
died of the disease.) But he did not present many of the sup- 
posed symptoms of the disease? Or (8) are there other diseases 
to which the canine race is liable, during the presence of which 
the bite of the animal will produce rabies in the human subject? 

Indications for Treatment.—Without theorizing about the 
materia morbi, several indications for treatment are plainly 
presented. 1. To quict the irritability of the nervous system 
particularly of the cord. 2. To prevent reflex action. 3. 
Support the strength. To meet the Ist, the infus. tobacco was 
given till the ol. tobaci could be procured, nicotina not being in 
this market. 

Tobacco in some form was suggested, from its seeming efficacy 
in tetanus, which also affects the cord. But how shall we say 
it acts? Does it act directly upon the nervous tissue, paralyz- 
ing it, without particularly affecting others. The ice bag was 
applied to the spine on the supposition that the cord was hype- 
remic, from its excessive irritability, and in this way it was 
hoped the engorged vessels could be made to contract, and thus 
the irritability reduced. If this be true, that the cord is in a 
hyperemic state, might not several other remedies be used 
with success—drugs which are said to act upon the muscular 
coat of the arteries—such as aconite, ergot, turpentine, and 
perhaps tr. chid. iron and electricity—a strong current—and 
the bromide of potassium, recently recommended? Does this 
act in the same way? 

Will some or any of these drugs act upon vessels in the cord, 
and not upon vessels elsewhere? 

But the second indication suggested was to prevent reflex 
action. On the authority of Dr. Brown-SxquarpD, belladona 
in the form of its active principle, atropine, was used. And is 
its action really like tobacco, to produce paresis of nervous 
tissue,icting upon both elements of that tissue, or does it act 
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only upon the fibrous motion, and thus prevent the conveyance 
of impressions? With this in view, Dr. Brown-SequarRD 
advises the removal of an inch or two of the nerve connecting 
the wound with the cord. The 3d indication was in this case 
toward its close, difficult to meet, all fluids being rejected by 
the mouth, and even enemas were not tolerated till late, per- 
haps too late to be of service. Animal broths, and all nutri- 
tious and easily digested articles of food, would seem to be 
indicated, given by the mouth if we can, by the rectum if we 
must. 


NOTES ON SPANISH SAFFRON. 


By HENRY BIROTH, of Chicago. 


Read before the Chicago College of Pharmacy. 


From some remarks on saffron, at one of our meetings, I 
have been induced to test its value in regard to purity. I had 
three samples to dispose of, one from a New York importing 
house, the others from two Chicago wholesale houses. I was 
astonished to find them all extensively adulterated. In 100 
parts of the saffron, I found 


In sample No. 1, only 55 parts genuine crocus. 
In sample No. 2, only 87 “ 
In sample No. 3, only 42 “ 


the rest were all colored flowers, mostly of marygold or calen- 
dula officinalis. It is no wonder that saffron is adulterated. It 
shares the fate of most of our costly imported drugs, such as 
opium, musk, the essential oils, etc. 

The test is very simple and interesting. Put a few abies of 
saffron on a glass plate, and touch them with concentrated 
sulphuric acid; the real stigmas assume a beautiful indigo-blue 
color, while the adulterations remain unchanged. Having 
experimented in this manner for a little while, you will get so 
well acquainted with the genuine saffron that you can readily 
separate it from the adulterations, with the pincers. 
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The U. 8S. Dispensatory, in speaking of the tinct. of aloes 
and myrrh, says:—The saffron, which has been retained in 
compliance with former prejudices, can add but little to the 
efficacy of the preparation, and being very expensive, has with 
great propriety been much reduced in the U. S. formula; and 
under the head of saffron, it says again:—At present the chief 
use of the saffron is to impart flavor and color to officinal tine- 
tures. This is decisive to us. Now, allow me to ask you why 
the Pharmacopcea wishes to impose upon us a drug so costly 
and so much adulterated, merely for the purpose of flavoring 
and coloring three or four tinctures? Do these tinctures need 
a coloring substance, being too light without it, or is it neces- 
sary that they should be flavored? These tinctures are: 
Acetum opii, tincture of aloes and myrrh, and comp. tinct. of 
cinchona, which are sufficiently colored and sufficiently aromatic 
without saffron. We must seek some other reason. Saffron 
had been extensively used in olden times, and especially by the 
alchemists, who attributed properties to it which were nearer to 
superstition than to reality. The passion for gold, the mania 
- of search for the philosopher’s stone, the alcahest and the great 
elixir, or the red tincture, induced them to try almost every- 
thing; no wonder that saffron, whose tincture shows such a 
beautiful golden-yellow color, had to play also its part in this 
drama of development of Alchemistry. 

Some of these old preparations, which contained saffron, are . 
in use still in our Pharmacopeeas, though greatly changed, of 
course. The first and most prominent of these is the great 
pharmaceutical and medical monstrum theriaca, now conf. opii, 
which will now celebrate its 2000th birthday, Mithridate, of 
Pontus, 88 A. Ch. being its inventor. It originally consisted 
of over 100 different drugs, and was always prepared in the 
City Hall with imposing ceremonies, under the protection of the 
municipal authorities; it was esteemed as a panacea for all 
diseases, internally and externally. Then the sacred elixir, 
now tr. of aloes and rhubarb, the hiera picra, the elixir of pare- 
goric of Am. Disp. 1820, the liniment. sapon. camph., according 
to Gray’s Suppl. of Lond. Pharm., the lawdanum of Lond. Ph., 
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1720, the genuine formula of Sydenham’s tinct. of opium, the 
vinum rhei, according to Gray’s Suppl., the tincture of rhubarb, 
London, 1788. All these preparations orginally contained 
saffron, which in course of time was left out as the formule 
were changed more and more. Others retained the saffron as 
our : 

Tinct. of Aloes and Myrrh, or the old elix proprietatis para- 
celsi. 

Pills of aloes and myrrh, or Rufus Pills. 

Comp. tinct. of cinchona, or Huxham’s elixir. 

Acetum opii, or the Quaker’s black drops. 


But even with these, it is only a matter of time. Such 
therapeutists as ALEXANDER, ORFILA, and Murray, have 
proved by experiments that crocus has but little activity, and 
the U. S. Dispensatory itself does not consider it a medicinal 
agent in its preparations, as before stated, merely using it for 
flavor and color. 

To-day it is but a mistaken reverence for ancient formule— 
a fear of lifting the veil of mysticism. I do not intend to say 
that we shall not respect the Pharmaeopea, or that we shall do 
as we please, or as we individually think more proper; on the 
contrary, the Pharmacopcea shall and must be our rule, our 
guide in pharmaceutical business, and we must adhere to it in 
our preparations, until a change is made. And here allow me 
to testify my high appreciation of the principles inculcated in 
the excellent essay of Mr. MIL, our Secretary, published in 
the Proceedings of Am. Ph. Ass., 1865, in which he recommends 
the utmost fidelity to our national Pharmacopea. It is an 
essay full of ideas, which every young pharmacist, in particular, 
should observe and study. 

But, on the other hand, the right of criticism, this solemn 
right, must not be denied to us, especially in regard to the 
Pharmacopeea. Each member should feel himself obliged to 
speak frankly about anything concerning the pharmaceutical 
business. Ad astra per aspera. 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


RECOVERY FROM BACKWARD CURVATURE OF 
THE SPINE—WITH REMOVAL OF THE 
DEFORMITY. 


By JULIEN 8. SHERMAN, M.D., Chicago. 


W. H. B., of Chicago, et. 25 years, applied for treatment in 
Oct. 1866, stating that a year previous he had fallen from a 
window, injuring his back to such an extent as to confine him 
to his bed for several months. He recovered sufficiently to be 
able to partially attend to his business, but on any unusual 
exertion, pain would return at the seat of injury and oblige him 
to desist from his labor. There was slight numbness of the left 
leg and thigh; pressure upon the shoulders caused pain at the 
injured spot. 

On examination of the back, the spinous process of the last 
dorsal vertebra showed a decided projection, with all the char- 
acteristics of ‘* Potts’ disease.”’ This case was also, at the same 
time, examined by Dr. ANDREWS. 

An apparatus, to relieve pressure and separate the bodies of 
the diseased vertebrae, was applied and worn constantly, day 
and night. Great relief from suffering was immediately expe- 
rienced, and at present (May 9, ’67) the deformity is scarcely 
perceptible, and the locality of the disease can be discovered 
only by a very careful examination. The back is perfectly 
strong, and no evidence of disease remains. The patient will 
be required to wear the apparatus a short time longer, when it 
will be discarded. 

The arrest of the deformity and cure, by anchylosis, of the 
vertebr in their mal-position, is the general result of treat- 
ment in these cases. The disease being essentially one of in- 
flammation of the bone and soft structures of the spinal column, 
followed by absorption and, frequently, caries, it is greatly 
aggravated by pressure. 

The present case illustrates the fact, that when the weight of 
the body is effectually and for a sufficient length of time re- 
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moved, the inflammation will subside and new bone frequently 
be deposited to take the place of that destroyed, and the nor- 
mal symmetry of the column be restored. This favorable result 
cannot be obtained in all cases. ‘To insure such a recovery, 
there should be no anchylosis in any part of the diseased sur- 
faces, as this would prevent a sufficient separation of the bodies 
to restore the proper axis of the spine. The case should not 
be advanced to suppuration or formation of fistule, for such a 
condition would render the application of a proper apparatus 
difficult. A satisfactory result is much more likely to follow 
when the inflammation is of a simple character and not com- 
plicated with, or dependent on, tubercle. 


—_——_— —_ —- @+ 2 +@ & —- 
ARTICLE XXV. 


REPORT ON THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE 
CITY, AND THE PREVALENCE OF DISEASES, 
FROM NOV. ist, 1866, TO APRIL 1st, 1867. 


By N. 8. DAVIS, M.D., Member of Sanitary Committee. 


Read to the Chicago Medical Society, April 27th, 1867. 

In my last report an account of the sanitary condition of the 
city was given up to the 24th of October, 1866. 

Up to that date the epidemic, cholera, had continued to pre- 
vail moderately; but on the 20th of that month the atmosphere 
had become cool, cloudy, with some rain. On the 21st there 
fell copious showers, with lightning, and a severe gale of wind 
from the west. 

The 22d was cool, nearly clear, with a sharp frost at night; 
and on the 23d sufficient snow fell to whiten the surface of the 
ground. From this date the prevalence of cholera declined so 
rapidly, that after the first of November hardly a single new 
case was to be found in the city. The month of November was 
cool, for the most part pleasant, and presented no atmospheric 
or meteorological peculiarities worthy of note. The prevalence 
of sickness, and the rate of mortality, were but very little above 
that of the most healthy seasons, while in October the gross 
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mortality was 1170, of which 673 was from cholera, and 115 
from other affections of the bowets; in November the gross 
mortality was only 382, of which 12 were attributed to cholera, 
and only 28 to other bowel-affections. The total mortality for 
the same months in 1865 were: for October 360, and Novem- 
ber 299. 

During the months of December, January, February, and 
March, there was an unusual predominance of steady, mode- 
rate, cold, and dry weather, with unusually frequent and abun- 
dant falls of snow. And there was a correspondingly low ratio 
of sickness and mortality throughout all these months, as shown 
by the following figures:—Total mortality for December, 309; 
January, 299; February, 255; March, 280. 

These rates are below the average mortality of the same 
months for a series of years. From the subsidence of cholera 
during the last week of October to the first of April, 1867, no 
disease of an epidemic character has prevailed in our city. We 
will, therefore, close our labor as a member of your committee 
on the sanitary condition of the city for the year ending April 
1st, 1867, with a complete statement of the monthly mortality 
for the ycar 1866: 

January, 
February, 


October, 
November, 
December, 


Excess of mortality over 1865, 2262, of which 990 were 
cholera. 





Lroceedings of Societies. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION—EIGHTEENTH 
ANNUAL SESSION. 


This Association met Tuesday, May 7th, at 11 o’clock, A.M., 
in Hopkin’s Hall. For an hour previous the reception room 
adjoining had been crowded with delegates, presenting their 
credentials to the Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Phila- 
delphia, enrolling their names, and receiving from the Cincin- 
nati Committees such attentions as the occasion has called forth. 

The Committee of Arrangements, Dr. John A. Murphy, 
Chairman, Drs. W. W. Dawson, J. P. Walker, R. R. McIlvaine, 
W. T. Brown, J. 8. Unzicker, and James Graham, presented 
each delegate or visitor, with a neatly-printed pocket pamphlet 
with a card-board cover, on the front page of which is printed 
“American Medical Association, Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, 
May 7th, 1867. This card will admit Dr. to the 
within named places.” On the second page the following: 
“Places of Public Interest—Court House, City Jail, Young 
Men’s Mercantile Library, Chamber of Commerce, Theological 
Library, School Library, Mechanics’ Institute, Longworth’s 
Wine Cellar, House of Refuge, Protestant Orphan Asylum, 
Catholic Orphan Asylum, Spring Grove Cemetery, Longview 
Lunatic Asylum, City Buildings, Greenwood’s Foundry, Water 
Works, Medical College of Ohio, Miami Medical College, Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Commercial Hospital, Steam Fire En- 
gines.”” 

Next is a copy of Mr. E. Mendenhall’s map of the city, 
stitched in and folded up in good style. Then follow sixteen 
pages of matter descriptive of the “Places of Public Interest” 
before mentioned, and numerous others, making a very credit- 
able City Guide, for the use of strangers visiting our town. 

The Committee on csertadieanat. Ur David Judkins, Chair- 
man, Drs. C. G. Comegys, W. H. Taylor, C. P. Wilson, T. 
Carroll, J. 8S. Dodge, and W. E. Foote, presented each dele- 
frie with a ticket to the entertainment, or banquet, at Melodeon 

all, last night, and another to the excursion on the magnifi- 


cent Louisville mail steamer America on Thursday. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
At eleven o’clock the President of the Association, Dr. 
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Henry F. Askew, of Delaware, called the meeting to order. 
Rev. Dr. Storrs, of this city, offered a prayer. 

Dr. John A, Murphy, as Chairman of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, then made the following 


ADDRESS OF GREETING. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Association : 

It is my pleasant duty to greet you on this occasion, and to 
give you a cordial welcome to this city. I welcome you also 
on behalf of the profession, and of the citizens at large. 

Seventeen years ago this Association honored us with a 
meeting. Now, as then, we are happy in having the pleasure 
of greeting representatives from all parts of our beloved 
country. 

It is, then, sir, with feelings of no ordinary pleasure, that I 
welcome this Association—American by name, national and 
catholic in spirit—once more to the hospitalities of our city. 
Its history is bright with the names and labors of the great and 
good in all parts of our country. 

It has harmonized the profession, elevated its tone, stimu- 
lated a desire for a higher standard of medical education, and 
above all, has drawn a line as of fire between the scientific 
ra and the empyric, by adopting the Code of Ethics. 

ts power for good is hardly to be estimated. Its yearly 
transactions have received high commendation. No man in the 
profession can be indifferent to it. Much remains to be done 
to make its labors still more valuable. 

Without any power from the State or the National Govern- 
ment, to execute its mandates, it must for the future, as in the 
past, rely on the union, enthusiasm, and scientific labors of its 
members. 

Having the highest confidence in the capacity of the Asso- 
ciation for usefulness, and trusting that its labors may be still 
more conducive to the advancement of the science and improve- 
ment of the art, I bid you God speed in your efforts, and again 
most heartily welcome you to our city and our homes, as dis- 
tinguished and honored guests. 


MEETINGS OF THE SECTIONS. 


Dr. Murphy announced the places of meeting of the different 
sections of the Association, viz. : 

Chemistry and Materia Medica—Medical College of Ohio. 
a Jurisprudence and Hygiene—Medical College of 

io. 
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Psychology—Dental College, College street, between Sixth 
and Seventh. 

Practical Medicine and Obstetrics—Dental College. 

Surgery—Medical College of Ohio. 

Meteorology, Medical Typography, and Epidemic Diseases— 
Medical College of Ohio. 


ENTERTAINMENTS AND RECEPTIONS. 


Dr. Murphy also announced, besides the entertainment last 
evening, the following 


PRIVATE RECEPTIONS. 
On Wednesday, May 8th, at 4 P.M., by Mr. and Mrs. 


George H. Pendleton, at their residence in Clifton. Carriages 
will leave Hopkins’ Hall at 23 P.M. 

On Thursday evening, May 9th, at 8 P.M., by Mr. and Mrs. 
Larz Anderson, north-east corner of Pike and Third Streets. 

On Thursday evening, May 9th, by Hon. C. F. Wilstach, at 
8 P.M., No. 559 West Court street. 

On Thursday evening, May 9:h, at 8 P.M. by Dr. and Mrs. 
George Mendenhall, No. 197 West Fourth street. 

On Thursday, at 12 M., May 9th, steamboat excursion in 
honor of the American Medical Association, by the City Coun- 
cil of Cincinnati. The steamer America will leave the landing 
at Vine street, at 12 M. precisely. 

The Chief of the Fire Department, Enoch Megrue, Esq., 
will give an exhibition of the Steam Fire Engines, Thursday 
morning, at 9 A.M. 

Messrs. W. P. & F. P. Anderson, proprietors of Longworth’s 
Wine House, will receive the delegates at 9 A.M., Friday, 
May 10th, at No 113 East Sixth street. 

Excursion to Longview Lunatic Asylum. Reception by the 
—- Dr. O. M. Langdon, Friday, May 10th, at 

A special train will leave the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 
depot at 34 P.M., for the Asylum. 


THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS, 


Dr. Askew, the President, then delivered his inaugural 
address, an hour in length, but pertinent and important as it 
was comprehensive. He first referred to the origin of the 
Association, and sketched its usefulness in its history for the 
past eighteen years, showing how it had elevated and rendered 
more efficient the medical profession in the United States. 
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The membership included about three thousand practitioners, 
scattered in every section of the country, through whose in- 
fluence the power of the Association was disseminated and 
exerted among the profession at large. The printing of the 
reports and papers submitted to the Association, in the volume 
of annual published proceedings, was instrumental in spreading 
a knowledge of the facts discovered and experimented upon by 
the more scientific. 

He called attention to the fact that never more than 1100 of 
these volumes had been distributed, and of late years only 500 
volumes, whereas they should be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent and progressive physician. 

He treated briefly of specialties in medicine. He admitted 
that the science of medicine, in connection with the endlessly 
varied forms of disease, was too vast to be comprehended fully 
and practically by any one mind, and therefore devotion to any 
one or a few branches of the art of curing disease was not to be 
condemned; but he suggested that, inasmuch as the special 
practioner was likely to be unfamiliar with and unskilled in 
regard to the general symptoms or general causes of special 
diseases, consultations between the special and general prac- 
titioners would be conducive of good results. Neither should 
entirely ignore the other. 

In regard to empyricism, the President said the profession 
was in some degree responsible for its existence. It had for- 
merly frowned upon all dissemination of medical knowledge 
among the people, leaving them the prey to pretenders. The 
teaching of physiology, botany, etc., in our schools, was a step 
in the right direction, which he hoped would be continued in 
other departments of medical knowledge. 

The subject of a better grading and more _—— instrue- 
tion in medical colleges was urged upon the consideration of 
the Association. 

The practice of using opium as a stimulant, by respectable 
people, who condemn the use of intoxicating drinks, was ad- 
verted to, and its destructiveness of health and life urged as 
considerations why physicians should exert their influence to 
check the evil; that influence might be brought to bear upon 
our Legislatures, to secure enactments against the sale of the 
drug, except on prescriptions. 

The list of Special Committees were called in order, and such 
reports as were ready were referred to the appropriate Sections 
for consideration. 
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REPORT ON RANK OF MEDICAL MEN IN THE NAVY. 


This paper, by Dr. Pinckney, a surgeon in the United States 
Navy, excited a great deal of interest and approbation. It was 
a most bitter but dignified protest against the discrimination 
made between officers of the line (military men purely) and the 
surgeons in the naval service in regard to title, pay, and official 
and social privileges. He contended that while men of the 
medical profession were everywhere recognized as the equals of 
those in other professions, in the navy they were degraded 
below the military, inferior in age, in experience, and rank. 


He said: 


Our service is overgrown with usages which sprung up in the 
earlier and ruder ages of naval life, and still cling to it with a 
power and tenacity which almost defy modern enlightenment, 
progress, and even law. It is probable that the national author- 
ities which organized the existing rank of medical officers 
intended to confer a more substantial fact than the usages of 
shipboard life have permitted. Among the usages of the ser- 
vice is that which limits an officer’s rights and comforts to the 
apartment in which he messes, even though his rank actually 
entitles him to higher privileges and greater comforts than 
belong to those of an inferior rank who make up the majority 
of the inmates of that apartment. The steerage is the most 
humble of those apartments, and is the dwelling-place of the 
very young, or those of no responsibility. The ward room 
gathers in it most of the commissioned and some warrant offi- 
cers, and was originally occupied by none of higher rank than 
Lieutenant. All its usages and government are still conformed 
to the scale of that grade. 

Now, make a medical officer in name an Admiral, and leave 
him to be ward room officer, and the title becomes ridiculous. 
It is sunk below the usages and restrictions originally designed 
for those of junior years and inferior rank. 

There is only one mess which is superior to these restrictions, 
and that is the mess or messes of the commanding officers, and 
their associates, who may range in rank from a Lieutenant 
Commander to an Admiral. ST satiaen there are one, some- 


times two of those messes. This is very propesly left to the 
will of the Commander-in-Chief, who may choose that he and 
his Captains may have one or separate establishments. The 
Assistant Surgeon enters the service with the rank of “Mas- 
ter.” That this title may not be misunderstood, it may be 
heeessary to explain that it is the lowest rank in the ward room. 
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For the incumbent is in modern times generally a graduate of 
the Naval Academy, awaiting his promotion to lieutenancy. 
Like the ‘‘ Master,” the Assistant Surgeon, at once becomes a 
member of the ward room mess, and unless the number of par- 
titioned off sleeping berths contained in the ward room are 
occupied by his seniors, he may have the good fortune to occupy 
one of those that are dimly lighted by an air port, six inches in 
diameter. This space is so restricted, and the separation from 
the common apartments is so slight, that words in an ordinary 
voice in another become common property. After further pre- 
senting the discriminations against medical men in regard to 
shipboard accommodations, the Doctor said: 

‘The general law is that no officer shares in prize money 
unless his name be bourne upon the books of the vessel making 
the captures; but the Admiral or Commander-in-Chief has a 
per centage on all prizes made. The fleet Surgeon as a mem- 
ber of the Commander-in-Chief’s staff must be with him in the 
flag-ship, and as arule at the post of greatest risk, responsibility, 
and hazard, consequently he is not likely to have his name 
borne upon the books of the subordinate vessels making cap- 
tures, and yet no share of prize money is allowed him.” 

The report suggests the following as the remedy for these 
evils: 

1. After they have reached the rank of Commander, or are 
filling the position of Fleet Surgeon, let them be by right, as 
they often have been by courtesy, members of the cabin mess. 
If the mess of the Commander-in-Chief be too exalted a social 
position for the members of your profession who are filling the 
important position of Fleet Surgeon, then let them be members 
by right of the mess of the Commander of the ship and the 
Fleet Captain. 

2. An equitable arrangement of prize money, most impor- 
tant in principle, your Committee hope to see effected. It will, 
however, require future legislation. 

In European countries, the doctor said more liberal regula- 
tions prevail in regard to naval Surgeons than in democratic 
America. 

The late Admiral Foote, so justly distinguished for his large 
medical liberality, advocated the highest rank for naval medical 
officers. An Admiral among the most distinguished in the 
service, has authorized it to be officially said that he thought 
the Fleet Surgeon should in our service, as in the French, be 
a member of the Commander-in-Chief’s staff and family. We 
regard it as opposed to the public interests of the service, 
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which can never be sacrificed to gross indignity without detri- 
ment. 

The Committee offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a Special Committee of five be appointed by 
the President of the Association, to present this subject before 
the President of the United States and the Secretary of the 
Navy, and urge the adoption of the changes proposed. 

The resolution was adopted with a universal aye, the report 
having been received with prolonged applause. 

When the list of Special Committees was finished, several 
volunteer papers were received and referred to the appropriate 
Sections. 

The Treasurer’s annual report was read, accepted, and re- 
ferred. 

The delegates from the several States were requested to 
select one of their number to sit on the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. The Association then adjourned to 9 o'clock next 
morning. 


SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


The Association met this morning with an increased attend- 
ance, the hall being completely filled. President Askew was in 
the chair. 

The following named persons were proposed and voted mem- 
bers of the Association by invitation: 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, Augusta, Ky. 

John P. Phister, Maysville, Ky. 

Wm. L. Atkins, Geo. H. Whiting, A. B. Duke, M. L. For- 
sythe, Paul Rankin, of Kentucky. 

M. W. Junkins, Galen Hart, E. P. Harrison, of Ohio. 

D. R. Greenly, Meadville, Pa. 

Fred. Wolf, Concord, Md. 

Eugene B. Harrison, Napoleon, Ohio. 

B. F. Hart, Marietta, Ohio. 

Delegates from the several States presented the following 
named as Committeemen on nomination of officers : 

Vermont—J. N. Stiles. 

Massachusetts—H. R. Storer. 

Rhode Island—O. Bullock. 

Connecticut—B. H. Catlin. 

New York—E. Elliott. 

New Jersey—Samuel S. Clark. 

Pennsylvania—John L. Atlee. 

Delaware—H. F. Askew. 


22 
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Maryland—J. J. Cockrill. 

West Virginia—J. C. Hupp. 
Ohio—M’Ilwaine. 

Kentucky—D. W. Yandell. 
Indiana—J. S. Bright. 

Illinois—H. A. Johnson. 
Michigan—A. B. Palmer. 

Iowa—J. C. Blackburn. 

Missouri—B. F. Shumard. 
Texas—Hurd. 

District of Columbia—Johnson Elliott. 
United States Navy—N. Pinckney. 
United States Army—J. J. Woodward. 
Wisconsin—N. Dalton. 

Kansas—John Parsons. 
California—T. M. Logan. 
Tennessee—W. A. Atchison. 


The Secretary read a communication from Prof. Alden 
March, donating to the Association photographs of all the Pres- 
idents of the Association, a copy of which he transmitted to the 
custody of its proper officer for deposit in the archives. He 
also announced his pleasure to add to the collection in future. 
The donation was accepted with thanks. 


Dr. C. C. Cox read the report of the delegation to the 
Foreign Medical Societies, in which he gave an interesting 
resume of the proceedings of the British Medical Association, 
which met in Chester, England, in August, 1866. Referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 


The President of the Association appointed the following 
named gentlemen delegates to Foreign Medical Associations for 
the present year: Dr. B. Fodyce Barker, of New York; Dr. 
John E. Tyler, Massachusetts; Dr. Thomas C. Brinsmade, Troy, 
New York. 


Dr. H. R. Storer arose to make an explanation. On yester- 
terday he had made some remarks, when the report of Dr. Ray 
on insanity was called for and no response was made, deprecat- 
ing the fact that the Superintendents of Insane Asylums held 
themselves aloof from this Association. His remarks, he 
thonght, had been misunderstood, and taken in a too serious 
and personal light. He was happy to say that while he was 
then speaking, Dr. Walker, one of those Aaperintondents, was 


on his way to this meeting, with Dr. Ray’s report in his pocket. 
He proposed that Dr. Ray be made a member of the Associa- 
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tion by invitation, and that his report be made the special order 
for to-morrow morning. 

Dr. Hibberd objected to departing from the rule of referring 
such papers to appropriate sections, as it would establish a pre- 
cedent that might consume valuable time of the Association 
hereafter. 

Dr. Walker explained that he had been delayed on his way 
by a railroad accident. He was surprised and grieved to learn, 
on arriving here, that an uncalled for assault had been made on 
this floor, on members of the Association of Superintendents of 
Insane Asylums. Every member of that Association would 
take it to himself, and the feeling could not be changed. He 
repeated the word assault, because the thing had been repeated 
now for the third time, and he repelled it. No member of that 
Association would ever again be drawn into this Association to 
make a personal reply. They had not thought it their duty to 
connect themselves with this Association, although efforts had 
been made to get members to come here and join the section on 
psychology; but if, when they came here, they were to be met 
with personal attack, this meeting would see the last superinten- 
dent of a Hospital for the Insane. He explained that the 
reason why they did not unite with this organization was, that 
their duties and interests as hospital superintendents were dif- 
ferent from those of ordinary physicians. It was from no want 
of respect for this Association. They were, however, ready to 
come in as individuals, and contribute their part in the work of 
this Association, provided they could be received courteously. 

Dr. Gross hoped the report of Dr. Ray would not be referred, 
but be treated with the courtesy of a hearing in open session. 

Dr. Storer again disclaimed any intention to give offense. 
He had endeavored to satisfy Dr. Walker of this, but he did 
not succeed. 

The report of Dr. Ray was then made the special order for 
this morning. 

The President announced the following Committee, to lay 
the matter of rank and privileges of Surgeons in the U. 8. Navy 
before the President and Secretary of the Navy. 

Drs. N. S. Davis, of Illinois; J. M. Toner, District Colum- 
bia; 8. D. Gross, Pennsylvania; J. J. Cockrill, Maryland; H. 
F. Askew, Delaware. 

Dr. 8. D. Gross read a report on Medical Education, which 
presented very much the same views as were advanced and 
Inaugurated for practice by the convention of medical professors 
In session here last week. He had for twenty years been an 
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advocate for progress in the direction of more thorough attain- 
ments, and a more rational mode of imparting instruction, be- 
ginning with the elementary and advancing to the more difficult. 
He condemned entirely the custom of private medical] pupilage 
as worse than useless. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Dr. Stille, President of the Medical Teachers’ Convention 
above referred to, presented the action of that body, and asked 
the co-operation of the Association in carrying out the measures 
recommended. 

Dr. Davis, Chairman of the Committee that had been ap- 
pointed by this Association to call said convention, made a 
report, detailing the steps by which the work had been accom- 
plished. 

PRIZE ESSAYS. 

Dr. F. Donaldson, of Baltimore, from the Committee on 
Prize Essays, reported that they had received eight essays, all 
of which had been carefully examined, and after fully weighing 
the merits of each, two had been agreed upon as being the most 
meritorious, and they had awarded the prize of $100 each to 
the following: 

First—“ An essay on the Causes of Intermittent and Remit- 
tent Fever,” bearing the motto, “Fortes est veritas.” 

Second—“On the Treatment of Certain Abnormities of the 
Uterus,’ Motto, “‘Empyricism in Medicine and Surgery is fast 
giving way to the Rationalism of true Diagnosis.” 

The sealed envelopes containing the names of the authors 
were then opened, and the announcement made that the author 
of the first is Dr. J. D. Black, of Newark, Ohio; of the second, 
Dr. Montrose A. Pallen, of St. Louis, Mo. 


REFORM IN MEDICAL COLLEGES. 


Dr. Sayre, of New York, offered the following: 

Resolved, That this Association, most heartly approving the 
whole action of the Convention of Medical Colleges, urge its 
practical adoption on all the Medical Colleges in the country. 

Dr. Post, of New York, wished to offer some change in the 
course of instruction proposed. 

Dr. Davis cut the gentleman off by saying that the College to 
which he was attached had been invited to be present and take 
part in the proceedings of that Convention, but had not seen 
fit to do so. He could at the next meeting of that Convention 
offer any amendment he chose, but this Association has no 
power to act in the matter. 

Dr. C.'A. Lee, of Buffalo, though not present at the Medical 
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College Convention, approved of all that was done. He had 
for many years, as a teacher in a Medical College, contemplated 
just such changes as had been recommended. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


PRIZE ESSAY MATTERS. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday, was taken up: 

Resolved, That hereafter the Committee on Prize Essays be 
requested to withhold the offer of a prize of $100 each, and that 
the successful essayists receive in lieu thereof a certificate signed 
by the President and Secretary, and one hundred copies of the 
essay, at the expense of the Association. 

This resolution was suggested by the failure of the receipts 
of the Association to pay printing expenses. 

Dr. Davis made a statement to the effect that if the different 
sections would conform to the ordinances of the Association, as 
to proper matter to be referred for publication, the expenses of 
printing would be greatly reduced, and the prizes could be paid. 

Dr. Robbins called attention to an amendment that had been 
proposed two years ago, requiring all members, whether present 
or absent, to pay an annual fee of $5. By the adoption of this 
amendment the Association would have ample funds. 

The subject was laid on the table until the amendment could 
be laid before the Association in proper shape. 


PAPERS PRESENTED. 


The Secretary presented the following named papers, which 
were referred to appropriate sections: 

1. Observations on the Diseases of the Heart, as seen in Mil- 
itary Service from 1861 to 1865, by M. K. Taylor. 

, 2. Novel Case of Lithotomy, by Dr. Edward Whinney, of 
owa. 

3. Report on Ligature of the Subclavian Artery, by Dr. 
Parker. 

4, A communication from Chicago, informing the Association 
that during 1866, two members of the profession, named, had 
been expelled from their local Medical Society, for violation of 
the Code of Ethics. 

5. A communication proposing that no person who is not a 
member and supporter of a local Medical Society, where such a 
one exists, shall be eligible to membership in the American 
Medical Association. 

This being virtually an amendment to the Constitution, it 
was laid over for one year. 
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MEDICAL STATISTICS IN THE ARMY. 


Dr. Benjamin Howard, of New York, offered the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, There has been, issued, and still remains in force, 
an Official order from the Surgeon General of the United States 
Army prohibiting the communication of any medical or surgicial 
information, by any medical officer of the United States Army, 
to any person whatsoever, without special permission from the 
Medical Bureau at Washington; thus appropriating, as far as 
the official power of the Surgeon General can compass it, all 
the valuable experience and statistics of all medical men who 
have served in the various departments of the United States 
Army to the exclusive use of the Medical Bureau; and, 

Whereas, Under such arbitrary control an official report has 
already been made tending to create incorrect impressions on 
scientific questions of great practical importance to the profes- 
sion and to society; and, 

Whereas, It is important to the reputation of all men, who 
served during the war, that they have the opportunity of cor- 
recting such erroneous impressions by an examination of the 
original records; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Association that the 
monopoly now exercised by the Medical Bureau over the medical 
and surgicial records of the war, is contrary to the genius and 
catholic spirit of our profession, and obstructive to the highest 
interests of science and humanity. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War, or other proper author- 
ities, be requested to direct that the original records of the 
medical and surgicial history of the war be rendered accessible, 
on certain regular days of each month, for purposes of scientific 
investigation, to all medical men who have served as such in the 
army of the United States. 

Dr. Woodward, of the U. S. Army, and occupying some 
position in the Surgeon General’s office, replied curtly to the 
proposition and speech of Dr. Howard, charging him with ven- 
tilating his private griefs in such a way as to reflect upon the 
honest and faithful performance of duty by Government officers. 
The simple fact was, that in the routine of duty of the office 
there were fifty clerks engaged in examining the reports refer- 
red to, investigating the claims of officers, soldiers, and widows 
of the same, for pensions, etc., and in making up the medical 

report for publication. To admit any portion of the public to 
these documents would retard the performance of duty toward 
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these needy claimants. He therefore moved to lay the pream- 
ble and resolutions on the table, which was agreed to almost 
unanimously. 

MEDICAL LITERATURE. 


Dr. Post, of New York, read a report on Medical Literature, 
in which he mentioned among other publications of the year, 
the Report of the New York Board of Health, in regard to 
Cholera. 

Dr. Sayre found fault with the report in that it dignified the 
production of the New York Board of Health with the name of 
Medical Literature. He moved to strike out that portion. 

The motion was not seconded, and the report was referred 
for publication. 

The Association then adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


ENTERTAINMENT AT HON. GEO. H. PENDLETON’S. 


At three o’clock this afternoon the members of the Associa- 
tion, accompanied by their ladies, such as were here, took a 
ride to the suburban residence of Hon. Geo. H. Pendleton, by 
invitation of the Committee, who furnished carriages for the 
purpose. The party numbered about three hundred, and were 
agreeably entertained. 


THIRD DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


The American Medical Association met again Thursday 
morning, the hall being full, though not crowded as it was on 
Wednesday. President Askew called the meeting to order. 

Dr. D. H. Storer arose to a question of privilege, namely the 
honor of the Association. It was in debt, and its first duty 
was to take measures to relieve its executive officers from their 
embarrassments. He moved that every member be assessed a 
tax of $2, to raise the necessary funds. 

On motion, he was requested to prepare a subscription paper, 
and lay upon the table for voluntary subscriptions. 


FEMALE PHYSICIANS. 


Dr. Atlee, of Philadelphia, offered the following: 


Whereas, The subject of female medical education is excit- 
ing attention, and regularly educated female physicians have 
established themselves as practitioners of medicine; and 

Whereas, Female Medical Colleges, embracing all branches 
taught in other colleges, and all the conditions for graduation 
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exist in the United States for the separate education of females ; 
and 

Whereas, It is important that the standard of education, and 
the observance of the code of medical ethics should be fostered 
and maintained by this Association; therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association recognizes 
well educated female physicians by the same laws that govern 
its own members. 

Dr. Bowditch arose to a point of order, and reminded the 
President that the Association had postponed the order of the 
day for five minutes to Dr. Storer’s question of privilege. He 
claimed that the five minutes had expired, and he moved to lay 
the resolutions on the table, which motion prevailed without a 
negative vote. 

REPORT ON INSANITY. 


Dr. C. A. Walker, of Boston, read the report of Dr. J. Ray, 
of Providence, R. I., on insanity. It was an able and interest- 
ing paper. 

Dr. Chipley, of Lexington, Ky., offered some remarks in 
vindication of the Superintendents of Insane Asylums, with 
reference to their connection with this association. He re- 
ferred to the fact that there were five such Superintendents 
present, who were a larger proportion of their class than the 
representatives of any other class of the medical profession 
present. 

The report of Dr. Ray was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 


NOMINATIONS AND PLACES OF MEETING. 


The Committee on nomination of officers, and place of meet- 
ing, reported as follows: 

lace of meeting, New Orleans. 

President—Samuel D. Gross, of Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Presidents—A. ©. Post, of New York; Jno. H. Atlee, 
of Pennsylvania; D. W. Yandell, of Kentucky, and H. R. 
Storer, of Massachusetts. 

Permanent Secretary—W illiam B. Atkinson, of Pennsylvania. 

Assistant Secretary—J. G. Richardson, of New Orleans. 

Treasurer—Casper Wistar, of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Illinois, that portion of the re- 
port, naming the place of meeting and officers resident there, 
was laid on the table. The rest of the report was then 
adopted. 
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Dr. Davis remarked that the crisis had arrived, which he had 
long anticipated, when the matter of eating and drinking, and 
entertaining the Association had come to involve such an ex- 
pense, that no invitation had been extended in advance, by 
resident members of the profession, for the Association to meet 
in any city, and the Committee had reported New Orleans, 
without an invitation from any one there. While there was no 
city in which he would like better to meet on personal accounts, 
and as a manifestation of reunion with the south, he felt that it 
would not be right to impose a meeting of the Association on 
that city. It was embarrassed in every relation of life, like all 
other places in that direction. It was impoverished, and though 
they would no doubt receive us with cordial and open hands, it 
would be wrong to tax them in that way. They could not vie 
with the liberality and extravagance of Cincinnati; or if they 
did it would be at a sacrifice we should not admit of. He 
would give them another year to recover, and an opportunity 
to invite us. He therefore offered the following: 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting of the American 
Medical Association shall be held in the City of Washington, 
on the first Tuesday in May, 1868, and every second year 
thereafter, until otherwise ordered by the Association. 

Resolved, That whenever the Association shall meet in the 
City of Washington, as directed in the above resolution, the 
Committee of Arrangements be strictly forbidden either to pro- 
vide themselves, or except provision by others, of any enter- 
tainment or excursion whatever. 

Dr. Yandell, of Ky., arose, and was urged to take the stand, 
where he said: “I have listened with pleasure, and derived some 
new light from the remarks of the gentleman from Chicago. I 
arise to explain the motives of the Committee in naming New 
Orleans, and in doing which, I think I shall violate no con- 
fidence. When the place of meeting was called for, Dr. Hora- 
tio Storer of Mass., proposed New Orleans. The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Alonzo Palmer of Mich. As one of the few 
representatives from the South, I chanced to be in the Com- 
mittee, and was asked my opinion in reference to New Orleans. 
I confess to you, gentleman, that I never listened to a propo- 
sition in all my life which excited such emotions in my breast, 
as this motion coming from Massachusetts, and seconded by 
Michigan, to take this great body, of brethren across the crim- 
soned waste of war, and hold out the hand of fellowship to 
their brethren in the South. [Cheers.] I confess to you that 
when Dr. Storer, of New England, and Dr. Palmer, of the 
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mighty west, moved that we thus extend the hand of brother- 
hood to the medical profession in the South, I could not restrain 
my emotions from bringing tears of joy to my eyes. 

The first question was whether it would be acceptable to New 
Orleans. I felt that I had some right to speak for the profess- 
ion in New Orleans. My excellent father and myself had 
taught many of them as students in medicine. I had served 
with them, and was personally acquainted with most of those 
who had been in the Southern army. I knew they felt as I 
feel, that when peace came in 1865, we had been united again; 
in fact, that we had never been divided; that though politicians 
had separated us by geographical lines, still the great republic 
of letters was one; that 


‘No pent up Utica contracts our powers, 
But the whole boundless continent is ours!” 


In the great republic of science all geographical lines should 
be obliterated. We of the South, and you of the North, the 
East, and the west, have a common heritage. The ashes of the 
illustrious Drake lie in your beautiful cemetery here. Have 
we of the South no claim to, nor interest in his name and his 
fame? Heve you of the North no interest in the long list of 
great and good men who adorn the profession in the South? 
No interest in those whose labors have added glory not only to 
medicine but to the nation? 

Hence I said I believed every man in the South, in that land 
of flowers, of the mocking bird, and of beautiful women, waited 
but to have your hands extended to them to give you a welcome. 
[Cheers.] I said to the Committee that New Orleans was poor, 
that the whole South was poor, but that you would not be less 
welcome to sit under our vines, and to take fruit from our fig 
trees; that we could not give you such splendid entertainments 
as Cincinnati has done; but we could do what was better than 
eating and better than drinking, we could give you the warm 
grasp of the hand that you would take with you in memory to 
your homes. In view of this the Committee honored itself and 
honored New Orleans by selecting that place for its next meet- 


ing. 

i see the objection of Dr. Davis, but if he proposes to do no 
eating and no drinking at the next meeting, New Orleans is a 
better place than Washington City. tAppisue.J If you want 


to put the Medical Association on low diet, go down there. 
[Cheers.] But the very reason of all others which should take 
the Association South of Mason and Dixon’s line—if such a 





1867.] Proceedings of Societies. 847 


line there be now—is that the Southern people are not able to 
come to you. They are not here to-day because they could 
not afford to come. But they would welcome you to their 
homes. If you do not go to New Orleans, then go to some 
place within their reach. 

Dr. Griswold, of Ohio, moved to substilute Knoxville, Tenn., 
instead of Washington City. 

Dr. Sayre moved to substitute New Orleans, as in the origi- 
nal report. He thought that with Dr. Davis’ resolution of re- 
striction as to entertainments, there would be no objection to 
that place. 

Dr. Cox, of Md., indorsed all that had been said by his 
friend from Kentucky; was proud that one man from the South 
had expressed himself as standing on the platform of the union 
of the medical profession. He never supposed there would be 
any difficulty in reuniting the profession of medicine after the 
war was over. As to the entertainments of the Association, 
he was in favor of them, and thought if Dr. Davis’ measure 
was adopted the usefulness and attendance of the Association 
would be impaired. In England they did far more eating and 
drinking than was done here, and yet they accomplished a large 
amount of work. 

Dr. Storer, of Boston, said the object of these meetings was 
to bring as many of the profession together as possible, and it 
should meet in such places as would accomplish that object. 
We should not meet where we have not been invited by resi- 
dent members. That thing had been tried in Boston, and came 
near failing. The probability was we would be well received; 
but we ought to wait for a proper invitation. The hour having 
arrived for the steamboat excursion, the whole subject was laid 
upon the table. 


STEAMBOAT EXCURSION. 


At 12 o’clock the Louisville mail steamer America presepted 
a lively appearance. It will be remembered that she is the 
magnificent two-storied steamboat, built expressly for the Louis- 
ville line, her equal is hardly to be found on any waters east or 
west. ‘Tickets of invitation by the City Council had been dis- 
tributed liberally among official and prominent men in the city, 
who, with their ladies, to the number of six or eight hun- 
dred, stood on the decks and balconies to welcome the city’s 
guests. The members of the Convention, with their ladies, 
arriving about half-past 12, and mingling with our people in the 
gay cabins, or in the genial sunshine on deck, presented the 
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liveliest throng we have seen for many a day. A band of 
music entertained the company, if such a thing were needed in 
such a concourse of intelligent and socially disposed people. 
The guests cared more for taking a view of the city from the 
upper decks, as the noble vessel glided down its river shore, 
and further down to admire the hill-sides, covered with vine- 
yards, and the valleys filled with gardens. At 1 o'clock the 
band took position in the middle balcony of the cabin, and to a 
lively march the company assembled around the extensive 
tables of the steamer, and partook of a grateful lunch. 

Dr. G. H. Dougherty, Chairman of the Council Committee 
on Excursion, made a brief address of welcome to the visitors 
and assured them of the city’s pleasure in having them among 
us. 

The trip was extended only to North Bend and return, with- 
out landing, as the vessel had to be back in time to receive her 
cargo and passengers for departure to Louisville at 5 o’clock. 
At 3 o’clock the company left the boat, greatly pleased with 
the brief season of recreation. 


FOURTH DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


The Association met this morning, the fourth day of its ses- 
sion, with about half the usual attendance, President Askew in 
the chair. 

The following named gentlemen were elected members by 
invitation:—Drs. John Dillard, of Lexington, Ky.; A. J. Larey, 
Mt. Pleasant, Kansas; 8. 8S. Gray and A. 8. Ashton, Piqua, 
O.; John A. Warder and J. D. Stubbles, Cincinnati, 0.; Dr. 
Marsden, of Quebec, Canada; G. M. Kellogg, of Iowa; Dr. 
Maloy, of Cincinnati. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 


The subject of the next place of meeting was taken up, by 
Dr. Hammer moving that St. Louis be designated as the next 
place. 

The subject was finally disposed of, by choosing Washington 
City as the place of meeting, and requiring the Committee of 
Arrangements to avoid any entertainments that will interfere 
with the business of the Association or of the Sections. 


THE CINCHONA TREE. 


On motion of Dr. Atkinson, the President was directed to 
appoint a committee to memorialize Congress, relative to the 
cultivation of the cinchona tree in this country. 
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PAPERS ON CHOLERA. 


The Secretary presented a paper upon the Cause and Man- 
agement of Cholera, by Dr. E. Harris, which was referred to a 
committee to examine papers designed for publication. 

Dr. Wm. Marsden, of Canada, presented a synopsis of an 
essay on the contagion, infection, and portability of Asiatic 
cholera, in its relations to quarantine, with a brief history of its 
origin and cause in Canada, from 1882. 

A motion to refer to the Committee on Publication was 
adopted, but afterward reconsidered, and the paper referred to 
the Committee on Revision, above authorized. 


FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee on Nominations made the following additional 
nominations :— 

On Prize Essays—Drs. Charles Woodward, W. W. Dawson, 
8. B. Stevens, Robert Bartholow, P. S. Connor. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. Grafton Tyler, Wm. P. 
Johnson, F. Howard, Wm. Murburry, Lewis Mackall, T. F. 
Mowry, J. M. Toner, of Washington, D.C. 

Assistant-Secretary—J. W. H. Lovejoy. of Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Samuel Willey was added to the Committee on Necrol- 
ogy, for Minnesota; also, Dr. S. M. Welch, of Texas. 


AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. 


On motion of Dr. Cox, the President was directed to appoint 
a committee of five, to take into consideration such amendments 
and alterations in the plan of organization of the Association 
as may tend to remedy existing defects, and contribute to its 
efliciency—to report in 1868. 


COMPENSATION TO THE SECRETARY. 


On motion of Dr. Pullen, the Permanent Secretary was au- 
thorized to draw an order on the Treasurer, which the President 
shall sign, for such an amount of money as shall cover his 
annual expenses in attending the regular meetings of the Asso- 
ciation. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 


Dr. Atlee offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be presented 
to the Committee of Arrangements, to the corporate authorities 
of Cincinnati, to his Honor, Mayor Wilstach, Mr. Geo. H. Pen- 





850 The Chicago Medical Examiner. {June, 


dleton, Mr. Larz Anderson, Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, and the cit- 
izens generally, for the cordial and generous hospitalities ex- 
tended to the members of the Association during their present 
session. 

Dr. Levick, of Philadelphia, remarked upon the resolution, 
saying that no body of men were ever before received with 
more refined and generous hospitality, and he had been sorry 
to hear certain remarks deprecating this manifestation of the 
social element of these meetings. It was an important element 
in promoting harmony, and, therefore, the dignity of the pro- 
fession. ‘The resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

A resolution of thanks to the following named railroads, for 
commutation of fares, was also passed:—Baltimore & Ohio, 
Marietta, Little Miami, Columbus & Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Hamilton & Dayton, Dayton & Michigan, Cincinnati, Indianap- 
olis & Lafayette, Covington & Lexington, Chicago & Great 
Eastern. 

Dr. Cox remarked, that in presenting the matter in person 
to the President of the Baltimore & Qhio, that large-minded 
and liberal-hearted man said, that if a body of politicians, or 
almost any other class of men, had applied for such a favor, he 
would most likely have refused them; but that, regarding us 
as benefactors of the race, he felt happy to contribute what he 
could to promote our interests and comforts. 

Dr. Hughes, of Lowa, offered a resolution of thanks to the 
press of this city, for their full and impartial reports of the 
proceedings of the Association. 


UNOFFICINAL MEDICINES. 


Dr. Hibbard called up his resolutions on unofficinal medi- 
cines, viz.:— 

Resolved, That the habit of using unofficinal preparations of 
medicine by physicians, except where there is no officinal prep- 
aration that will answer the purpose as well, is unscientific and 
imprudent, tending to demoralize the therapeutist, and to en- 
courage irregular pharmaccutists and nostrum makers, and 
should be abandoned. 

Resolved, That the profession should not patronize druggists 
who are engaged in the manufacture of nostrums. 

Dr. Hibbard explained that the object of the resolution was 
to discourage the use of medicines prepared in peculiar and 
attractive forms, and insidiously introduced throughout the 
country, that might be genuine and might not, but which, at 
any rate, tended to confuse the practice. 
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Dr. Post suggested that instead of the word “unofficinal,” 
the word “secret” be used. 

Dr. Levick spoke of these prepared medicines as becoming a 
great evil. No prescription should be written which could not 
be put up by any apothecary. 

Dr. €ox expressed the opinion, that the profession should 
not patronize any druggist who manufactured, advertised, or 
sold quack medicines. Such druggists, while making enemies 
to the regular profession, taking their patients from them, had 
no right to approbation or support from those who confined 
themselves to regular and legitimate prescriptions. 

Dr. Howard remarked:—We have a right to regulate our 
own affairs, but we have no right to interfere with the business 
of the apothecary, or hinder him from selling what he pleases. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Illinois, said:—The question seems to 
be whether it is or is not professional to use remedies not recog- 
nized in the standard pharmacopeeia of the profession. It does 
not become this profession to countenance quackery, but we 
should be free to use any of those remedies presented by the 
so-called Eclectics, or Hydropathics, or resort to the use of 
preparations first advanced by Homeeopathists, provided we 
find them useful in overcoming disease. We should stand on 
the broad platform of science; and no matter from what source 
remedies come, whether presented by a school of medicine 
called quackery, or through channels which we are accustomed 
to call legitimate, we should accept what proves to be useful. 
In the hands of scientific men they will become legitimate. 
And these preparations and elixirs that have been referred to, 
they are not secret remedies; we know what they are, and what 
their value, and I must feel at liberty to use them, get them 
where I can. 

After further discussion, the resolutions were referred to the 
Committee on By-Laws. 


FEMALE PHYSICIANS, 


Dr. Atlee called from the table his preamble and resolutions, 
proposing to recognize female physicians by the same rules and 
limitations as other physicians. ‘The vote on taking them from 
the table was 57 ayes to 52 nays. 

As there was no time for satisfactory discussion, Dr. Atlee 
moved the previous question, but it was not sustained. 

Dr. Pallen, of St. Louis, said:—‘At home, I am considered 
a friend of the ladies, and nothing would give me greater pleas- 
ure than to advocate their claims, where it could be done legit- 
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imately. But in Europe, Austria, France, and Prussia, the 
practice of medicine and obstetrics by females has proved a 
total failure. It is contrary to the spirit of our profession to 
have anybody connected with it except men, and men of reason. 
Nature has so ordained the female that, at certain periods, she 
is absolutely unfitted to do anything, consequently, could not 
attend to the legitimate duties of the physician. Another seri- 
ous objection—no person can practiee medicine or surgery 
without a knowledge of pathological anatomy, and no woman 
having sufficient delicacy to enter the sick chamber, would 
enter the dissecting room to obtain such knowledge. Imagine 
a lady, with her style of dress, flitting around in the charnel 
house, or with microscopes diving into cancer cells. Pass such 
a resolution as this, and a thousand women about the country, 
practicing specialties connected with the female organization, 
will demand recognition at our hands, and claim authority for 
their business pretensions. I think the resolution should be 
voted down, because it is contrary to the laws of nature for 
women to practice medicine. 

Dr. Davis stated that at this late period of the session there 
was not time to enter upon any general discussion of the sub- 


ject before them, and, consequently, he moved to refer the 
preamble and resolution offered by Dr. Atlee to the Committee 
on Ethics. 

Dr. Bowditch advocated the adoption of the resolution. 

But the motion to refer to the Committee on Ethics was 
carried by a large majority. 


THE CHRONIC INSANE. 


Dr. Lee, of New York, presented the following:— 

Resolved, That providing for the poor chronic insane in the 
jails and almshouses of our country, as at present practiced in 
nearly all the States of the Union, is a gross violation of the 
laws of humanity, and contrary to the divine injunction of 
doing to others as we would be done by. 

Resolved, That when the regular hospitals for the insane of 
a State are insufficient to accommodate both acute and chronic 
cases that are sent to them, this Association would strongly 
recommend the procurement of a suitable amount of land in the 
vicinity, and the erection of convenient, well-planned, and well- 
ventilated, but comparatively inexpensive buildings, in connec- 
tion with and under the same general supervisor as the hospi- 
tals themselves, where those who are able to labor, and would 
be benefited by light, regulated employment, may be suitably 
accommodated and properly cared for. 
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Resolved, That the example of Mass. in establishing asylums 
for the accommodation and humane treatment of the chronic 
insane, is worthy of all praise and imitation, and in the opinion 
of this Association, such institutions, if rightly inaugurated and 
judiciously carried on, will be a benefit to the State in an eco- 
nomical point of view, will raise the character of the State hos- 
pitals, and will greatly subserve the interests of the insane 
generally. 

Resolved, That as the present insane hospitals are capable of 
accommodating but a small proportion of the 40,000 of the in- 
sane of the United States, and as almshouse and jail provision 
is not adapted to their proper care and treatment, this Associa- 
tion would recommend to the proper State authorities to make 
such further provision in the direction above indicated, as may 
tend to the amelioration of their condition, if not the restora- 
tion of their rational and moral faculties. 

They were referred to the following committee, viz.:—Drs. C. 
A. Lee, New York; Gundry, of Ohio; John Fonerton Walker, 
of Massachusetts; and Chipley, of Kentucky. 

The Association then adjourned, sine die. 


a _ > ee 


CONVENTION OF TEACHERS OF MEDICAL COL- 
LEGES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


In pursuance of a call of a Committee appointed by the 
American Medical Association, at its last session, held in Bal- 
timore, May 3d, 1866, delegates from most of the medical in- 
stitutions of the country met Friday morning, May 3d, at 10 
o'clock in the forenoon, in the faculty-room of the Medical 
College of Ohio. 

Professor Davis, of Chicago, Chairman of said Committee, 
called the meeting to order, and, after stating its object, pro- 
posed with a view to facilitate a permanent organization, the 
appointment of a temporary Chairman and Secretary. This 
proposition being accepted, Prof. A. Stillé, of Philadelphia, 
was elected temporary Chairman, and Prof. G. C. E. Weber, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Secretary. , 

Prof. Davis, of Chicago, Prof. Donaldson, of Baltimore, and 
Prof. Blackman, of Cincinnati, were appointed a Committee on 
Credentials. The following-named gentlemen were approved 
as delegates from their respective colleges :— 


28 
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A Stillé, from the University of Pennsylvania; S. D. Gross, 
from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; F. Donaldson, 
from the University of Maryland, Baltimore; F. Howard, from 
Georgetown Medical College, Washington City; James M. 
Holloway, from University of Louisville, Ky.; A. Hammer and 
A. J. Steele, from Humboldt Medical College, St. Louis; J. N. 
McDowell, from Missouri Medical College, St. Louis; J. C. 
Hughes and M. K. Taylor, from the Medical Department of 
Iowa University, Keokuk; W. H. Byford and N. S. Davis, 
from Chicago Medical College, Chicago; A. B. Palmer, from 
the Medical Department of University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; 
Alden March, from Albany Medical College, N.Y.; A. B. Pal- 
mer, from Berkshire Medical College, Pittsfield, Mass.; G. C. 
E. Weber, from Charity Hospital Medical College, Cleveland; 
Francis Carter, from Starling Medical College, Columbus; Geo. 
C. Blackman and G. C. Comegys, from Medical College of 
Ohio; Geo. Mendenhall and E. B. Stevens, from Miami Medi- 
cal College, Cincinnati; B. L. Lawson and — Read, from 
Cincinnati College of Medicine; and T. M. Logan, from Tol- 
land Medical College, San Francisco, Cal. 

Prof. Stillé, of Philadelphia, was chosen permanent Chair- 
man, and Prof. Weber, of Cleveland, Secretary. 

Profs. Holloway, of Louisville; Davis, of Chicago; Black- 
man, of Cincinnati; and March, of Albany, were appointed a 
committee to report on the order of the different subjects which 
were to occupy the attention of the Convention. 

After which the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock P.M. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 4 o’clock P.M. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, from the committee to present a proper 
order of business, reported the following distinct propositions 
for the consideration of the Convention :— 

“1. That every student applying for matriculation in a 
Medical College, shall be required to show, either by satisfac- 
tory certificates, or by a direct examination by a committee of 
the faculty, that he possesses a thorough knowledge of the com- 
mon English branches of education, including the first series of 
mathematics and the natural sciences, and the certificates pre- 
serlted, or the results of the examinations thus required, be 
7 filed, as a part of the records of each Medical 

ollege. 

“2. That every medical student be required to study not 
only three full years, but also to attend three regular annua 
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courses of medical college instruction before being admitted to 
an examination for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 

“3. That the minimum duration of a regular annual lecture 
term, or course of medical college instruction, shall be five cal- 
endar months. 

“4, That every medical college shall embrace in its curric- 
ulum at least th? cen professorships, including substantially the 
following branches, namely: Descriptive 4natomy, Physiology 
and Histology, Inorganic Chemistry, Materia Medica, Organic 
Chemistry and Toxicology, General Pathology and Public 
Hygiene, Surgical Anatomy and Operations of onal Med- 
ical Jurisprudence, Practice of Medicine, Practice of Surgery, 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, Clinical Medicine and Clin- 
ical Surgery. That these several branches shall be divided 
into three groups or series, corresponding with the three years 
required for medical study. The first, or freshman series, shall 
embrace Descriptive Anatomy, Physiology and Histology, Inor- 
ganic Chemistry, and Materia Medica. ‘To these, the attention 
of the student shall be mainly restricted during the first year 
of his studies, and on them he shall be thoroughly examined 
by the proper members of the faculty at the close of his first 
course of medical college instruction, and receive a certificate 
indicating the degree of his progress. The second, or junior 
series, shall embrace Organic Chemistry and Toxicology, Gen- 
eral Pathology, Public Hygiene, Surgical Anatomy and Opera- 
tions of Surgery, and Medical Jurisprudence. To these, the 
attention of the medical student shall be directed during the 
second year of his studies, and on them he shall be examined 
at the close of his second course of medical college instruction, 
the same as after the first. The third, or senior series, shall 
embrace Practical Medicine, Practical Surgery, Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women, with Clinical Medicine and Clinical Sur- 
gery ina hospital. These shall occupy the attention of the stu- 
dent during the third year of his medical studies, and at the 
close of the third course of medical college attendance, he shall 
undergo a general examination in all the departments, as a 
prerequisite for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 

“The instruction in the three series of branches is to be given 
simultaneously, and to continue throughout the whole of each 
annual college term; each student attending the lectures on 
such branches as belong to his period of progress in study, in 
the same manner as the Sophomore, Junior, and Senior classes 
each pursue their respective studies simultaneously throughout 
the collegiate year, in all our literary colleges. 
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“5. That the practice of selling individual tickets by mem- 
bers of medical college faculties should be abolished, and, in 
place of it, each stndent should be charged a specified sum for 
each annual course of medical college instruction; the sum 
being the same for each of the three courses before graduating ; 
and any student or practitioner who has attended three full 
courses in any one college, shall be entitled to attend any sub- 
sequent course or @urses in that college gratuitously. The 
fees paid for each annual course of college instruction should 
be paid to the Treasurer of the college, and subsequently dis- 
tributed to each member of the faculty, at such time and in 
such proportion as the Trustees and Faculty of each college 
shall determine. 

**6. That inasmuch as the maintenance of an efficient med- 
ical college requires a large expenditure of money annually, 
and inasmuch as there is no reasonable hope of adequate 
endowments from the several State governments, the exaction 
of a just and reasonable annual lecture fee is a necessity with 
which all medical colleges should comply, and that $105 should 
be the minimum fee for each regular annual course of instruc- 
tion in any medical college in the United States.” 

The first proposition was taken up and discussed by Profes- 
sors Davis, Gross, Comegys, McDowell, Hammer, Taylor, and 
Palmer, and with an amendment, so as to strike out the words 
‘natural sciences,” and add “sufficient knowledge of Latin and 
Greek to understand the technical terms of the profession,” it 
was adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet at 9} o’clock Sat- 
urday morning. 

SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 


On Saturday, 4th inst., the Convention was called to order 
by the Chairman, Professor Stillé. The minutes of the preced- 
ing session were read and adopted. The Chair then announced 
that the next business in order was the discussion of Section 2 
of the Report of the Committee on the order of Business, which 
reads as follows :— 

“That every medical student be required to study three full 
a including three regular annual courses of medical col- 
ege instruction, before being admitted to an examination for 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine.” 

Professor Gross, of Philad<lphia, moved to amend, so as to 
insert “four” after study, instead of “three.” 

Remarks were made by Professors Gross; Hammer, of St. 
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Louis; Davis, of Chicago; Palmer, of Michigan; and McDow- 
ell of St. Louis. 

The Convention then suspended the rules, for the purpose of 
allowing Professor Davis to introduce the following resolution: 

“‘Resolved, That on all distinct propositions under the con- 
sideration of this Convention, no member shall speak more than 
once, until all other members have spoken who wish to speak.” 
Adopted. 

Prof. F. Howard, of Washington City, moved to amend, by 
inserting “not less than three years,” instead of “three full 
years.” Lost. 

Prof. Gross’ amendment was then adopted. 

.On motion of Prof. Gross, the entire section, as amended, 
was unanimously adopted. 

Prof. Hammar moved to take up for consideration Section 4, 
prior to Section 3. Lost. 

Section 3 was read, viz., “That the minimum duration of a 
regular annual lecture term or course of medical college instruc- 
tion shall be five calendar months.” 

Prof. Gross moved to amend by inserting “six” in place of 
“five calendar months.” Carried. 

Section 3, as amended, was then adopted. 

Section 4, being next in order, came up for discussion. Prof. 
Gross moved to discuss the different parts of this section separ- 
ately. First, that relating to the different branches recom- 
mended to be taught in the schools. Second, the number of 
professorships. Third, the division of studies. Adopted. 

Prof. Hammar moved to add to the different branches, Nat- 
ural Philosophy and Pathological Anatomy. 

Prof. Donaldson, of Baltimore, moved to act upon these prop- 
ositions separately. 

The vote on the addition of Natural Philosophy being taken, 
it was rejected. ' 

The amendment adding Pathological Anatomy was carried. 

Prof. Byford, of Chicago, moved to amend by including Dis- 
eases of Children. Carried. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned to meet at 4 
o'clock, P.M. 

SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session.. 


The meeting having been called to order by the chairman, 
the second part of Section 4 was called up for discussion. 

Prof. Gross moved to amend by inserting after the words 
“following branches,” ‘to be taught by not less than nine pro- 
fessors.” Carried. 
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Remarks were made by Professors Gross, Palmer, Davis, 
Hammar, Howard, and Taylor. 

The third part of Section 4, referring to the division of stud- 
ies, was next considered. 

Prof. Davis moved to amend, by making that part read as 
follows :— 

“That these several branches shall be divided into three 
groups or series, corresponding with the three courses of medi- 
cal college instruction required. 

The first, or Freshman series, shall embrace Descriptive 
Anatomy and Practical Dissections, Physiology and Histology, 
Inorganic Chemistry, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

“To these, the attention of the student shall be mainly re- 
stricted during his first course of medical college instruction, 
and in these he shall submit to a thorough examination by the 
proper members of the Faculty at its close, and receive a cer- 
tificate indicating the degree of his progress. 

‘“‘The second, or Junior series, shall embrace organic Chem- 
istry and Toxicology, General Pathology, Pathological Anatomy 
and Public Hygiene, Surgical Anatomy and Operations of Sur- 
gery, and Medical Jurisprudence. To these, the attention of 
the medical student shall be directed during his second course 
of medical college instruction, and in them he shall be examined 
at the close of his second course, in the same manner as after 
the first. 

“The third, or Senior series, shall embrace Practical Medi- 
cine, Practical Surgery, Obstetrics, and Diseases peculiar to 
Women and Children; with Clinical Medicine and Clinical 
Surgery in a hospital. These shall occupy the attention of the 
student during his third course of medical college instruction, 
and at its close he shall be eligible to a general examination on 
all the branches, as a prerequisite for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. The instruction in the three series of branches is to 
be given simultaneously, and to continue throughout the whole 
of each annual college term; each student attending the lec- 
tures on such branches as belong to his period of progress in 
study, in the same manner as the Sophomore, Junior, and Sen- 
ior classes each pursue their respective studies simultaneously 
throughout the collegiate year, in all our literary colleges.” 

After a prolonged debate, in which Professors Gross, Palmer, 
Blackman, Davis, and Taylor participated, the motion of Prof. 
Davis prevailed. 

Prof. Davis then moved the adoption of the entire section as 
amended. Carried. 
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Section 5 was then taken up, and, upon motion of Professor 
Palmer, was laid on the table. 

Section 6, being in order, was read, but, on motion of Prof. 
Gross, was also laid upon the table until Monday morning, 
6th inst. 

On motion of Prof? Davis, the Convention then adjourned to 
meet at 10 A.M., on Monday morning. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


The meeting was called to order by Prof. Stillé, at 10 o’clock 
A.M. The minutes of the previous session were read and 
approved. 

The Committee on Credentials announced Dr. T. M. Logan, 
of Sacramento, California, as an authorized delegate from the 
Faculty of the Toland Medical College of San Francisco. 

Prof. Gross moved to reconsider parts of Section 4, relating 
to the branches to be taught in medical colleges. 

Prof. Hammar moved to suspend the rules for that purpose. 
Carried. 

Prof. Gross moved to amend part Ist, Section 4, by inserting 
the words “Medical Ethics” after the words “Medical Juris- 
prudence. 

Prof. Palmer moved the adoption of the amendment. Carried. 

Prof. Comegys moved the reconsideration of Section 1. 

After suspension of the rules, this motion was adopted. 

Prof. Comegys moved to amend Section 1, by inserting “ EI- 
ements of Natural Sciences” after the word ‘ Mathematics.” 
Carried. 

Prof. Hammar moved the adoption of the whole section as 
amended. Carried. 

Section 6 was then considered. 

On motion of Prof. Donaldson, it was laid on the table. 

Prof. Palmer then introduced the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That every medical college should immediately 
adopt some effectual method of ascertaining the actual attend- 
ance of students upon its lectures and other exercises, and at 
the close of each session or of the attendance of the student a cer- 
tificate, specifying the time and the courses of instruction actu- 
ally attended, should be given; and such certificate only should 
be received by other colleges as evidence of such attendance.” 

The resolution was adopted. 

Prof. Davis moved the adoption of all the sections as amended. 

Prof. Gross moved to transmit a copy of these sections, as 
adopted by this Convention, certified to by its officers, to the 
American Medical Association, at its next session. 
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Prof. Davis then introduced the following resolution :— 

“‘Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
President, whose duty it shall be to present the several propo- 
sitions adopted by the Convention to the trustees and faculties 
of all the medical colleges in this country, and solicit their def- 
inite action thereon, with a view to the early and simultaneous 
practical adoption of the same throughout the whole country, 
And that the same committee be authorized to call another 
convention, whenever deemed advisable.” 

The Chair appointed the following gentlemen that committee: 
Profs. Davis, of Chicago; Donaldson, of Baltimore; Gross, of 
Philadelphia; March, of Albany; Blackman, of Cincinnati. 

The Chairman then introduced Dr. Vattier, President of the 
Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, who invited the members of 
the Convention to be present at the opening of the Academy in 
the evening. 

Prof. March moved to accept the invitation. Carried. 

On motion of Prof. Davis, a vote of thanks was returned to 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Convention, for the effi- 
ciency with which they have discharged their duties, and to the 
Faculty of the Ohio Medical College for the use of their hall. 

The President returned his thanks to the members of the 
Convention, in a neat and appropriate speech. 

Prof. Stevens moved that a formal written thesis on some 
professional topic shall still be regarded as one of the indispen- 
sible requirements of the doctorate. 

Remarks were made by Professors Comegys, Stevens, and 
Donaldson. 

Prof. Davis then rose, simply to suggest whether there was 
not some danger of entering upon the consideration of proposi- 
tions involving details that might unnecessarily complicate the 
great leading object for which we have been laboring. Whether 
the time-honored and universal custom of requiring the medical 
students to write a thesis should be insisted on or not, would 
have but little bearing on the great principles involved in the 
revision of our system of medical education. If the standard 
of preliminary education which we have here adopted should be 
carried into effect, it would remove one of the objects for which 
the writing of a thesis was originally demanded. Yet, he said, 
it was desirable to retain the practice, if for no other purpose 
than to encourage every student in the habit of expressing his 
thoughts on paper. But the great and all-important object of 
this Coatingen was simply to place the system of medical edu- 
cation in this country upon sound educational principles, by 
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erecting a standard of preliminary education, by increasing the 
period of study, by adding to the college courses, and by deter- 
mining a rational order of study. This we have now done, so 
far as this Convention is concerned, by the harmonious adop- 
tion of the five propositions already passed upon. And he 
earnestly suggested whether we had not better stop here, and 
devote the remainder of our time to the work of devising the 
most efficient means to secure the adoption and simultaneous 
practical execution of the provisions already agreed upon by 
all the colleges of our country, and leave all minor matters of 
detail to be determined as time and circumstances should indi- 
cate in the future. 

Thereupon, on motion of Prof. Hammar, the- Convention 
adjourned, subject to the call of the Committee. 


The following is a correct copy of the several propositions as 
finally adopted by the unanimous vote of the Convention ;— 


*‘ Resolved :— 

1st. That every student applying for matriculation in a 
Medical College, shall be required to show, either by satisfac- 
tory certificate, or by a direct examination by a Committee of 
the Faculty, that he possesses a thorough knowledge of the 
common English branches of education, including the first se- 
ries of mathematics, the elements of natural sciences, and a suf- 
ficient knowledge of Latin and Greek to understand the techni- 
cal terms of the profession; and that the certificate presented, 
or the result of the examinations thus required, be regularly 
filed as a part of the records of each Medical College. 

2d. That every Medical Student shall be required to study 
four full years, including three regular annual courses of Medi- 
cal College instruction, before being admitted to an examination 
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. : 

3d. That the minimum duration of a regular annual lecture 
term, or course of Medical College instruction, shall be six 
calendar months. 

4th. That every Medical College shall embrace in its cur- 
riculum the following branches, to be taught by not less than 
nine Professors, namely :—Descriptive anatomy, including dis- 
sections; physiology and histology; inorganic chemistry, mate- 
ria medica, organic chemistry, and toxicology; general path- 
ology, therapeutics, pathological anatomy, and public hygiene; 
surgical anatomy and operations of surgery; medical jurispru- 
dence and medical ethics; practice of medicine, practice of 
surgery, obstetrics, and diseases of women and children; clini- 





362 The Chicago Medical Examiner. [ June, 


cal medicine and clinical surgery. And that these several 
branches shall be divided into three groups or series, correspond- 
ing with the three courses of Medical College instruction re- 
quired. 

The first, or Freshman Series, shall embrace descriptive anat- 
omy and practical bisections; physiology and histology; inor- 
ganic chemistry, and materia medica. ‘To these, the attention 
of the student shall be mainly restricted during his first course 
of Medical College instruction, and in these he shall submit to 
a thorough examination, by the proper members of the Faculty, 
at its close, and receive a certificate indicating the degree of 
his progress. 

The second, or Junior Series, shall embrace organic chemis- 
try and toxicology; general pathology, pathological anatomy, 
therapeutics, and public hygiene; surgical anatomy and opera- 
tions of surgery; medical jurisprudence and medical ethics. 
To these, the attention of the medical student shall be directed 
during his second course of Medical College instruction, and in 
them he shall be examined, at the close of his second course, 
in the same manner as after the first. 

The third, or Senior Series, shall embrace practical medicine; 
practical surgery; obstetrics, and diseases peculiar to women 
and children; with clinical medicine and clinical surgery in a 
hospital. These shall occupy the attention of the student dur- 
ing his third course of College instruction, and at its close he 
shall be eligible to.a general examination for the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. 

The instruction in the three series is to be given simultane- 
ously, and to continue throughout the whole of each annual 
College term; each student attending the lectures on such 
branches as belong to his period of progress in study, in the 
same manner as the sophomore, junior, and senior classes, each 
pursue their studies simultaneously throughout the collegiate 
year, in all our Literary Colleges. 

5th. That every Medical College should immediately adopt 
same effectual method of ascertaining the actual attendance of 
students, upon its lectures and other exercises, and at the close 
of each session, of the attendance of the student, a certificate, 
specifying the time and the courses of instruction actually at- 
tended, should be given, and such certificate only should be 
received by other Colleges as evidence of such attendance. 

6th. That a committee of five be appointed by the President, 
whose duty it shall be to present the several propositions 
adopted by this Convention, to the Trustees and Faculties ofall 
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he Medical Colleges in this country, and solicit their definite 
ction thereon, with a view to the early and simultaneous prac- 
ical adoption of the same throughout the whole country. And 
hat the same committee be authorized to call another conven- 
ion whenever deemed advisable.” 


~~) © +e ee 


PROCEEDINGS OF MORGAN COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


The Morgan County Medical Society held its regular month- 
ly meeting in Freman’s Hall, in Jacksonville, on Monday, 
May 9th. 

The meeting was called to order at 11 o’clock A.M., by the 
president, Dr. R. E. McVey, when the minutes of the last 
meeting, as printed in the Jacksonville Journal, were read and 
adopted. 

The Examining Committee recommended the names of Dr. 
0. Long, of Jacksonville, Dr. G. A. Wilson, of Virginia, and 
Dr. J. H. Brown, of Waverly, for membership, when they were 
unanimously elected. 

Dr. J. Rhodes, of Jacksonville, was elected an honorary 
member of the Society. 

Dr. D. A. Logan, of Newmanville, Cass County, J. G. Cox, 
of Jacksonville, T. N. Stewart, of Exeter, and E. F. Baker, 
of Alexander, were nominated for membership. 

The following notice was passed: 

That the corporate members of the Society present be 
assessed the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for the expense 
incurred in the Society dinner—and if the amount raised by 
said assessment exceed the expense thus incurred, the balance 
shall remain in the hands of the Treasurer, subject to the order 
of the Finance Committee. 

The Society then proceeded by ballot to elect its officers for 
the ensuing year, with the following result: 

President—Dr. Henry Jones. 

Vice-President—Dr. S. Weagley. 
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Seeretary—Dr. C. T. Wilbur. 

Treasurer—Dr. John W. Craig. 

In electing the Examining Committee, it was moved by Dr. 
Prince that the five individuals who received the highest num- 
ber of votes upon the first ballot should be declared elected. 

Drs. Prince, W. 8. Edgar, Long, Askew, and Fisher, were 
elected as the Examining Committee for the ensuing year. 

Drs. Prince, Edgar H. Jones, Wilbur, and Craig, were elected 
delegates to the State Medical Convention. 

The following report of the Secretary for the last year was 
then read : 

GENTLEMEN: Custom makes it incumbent upon me to pre- 
sent a report at the expiration of my term of office. By cus- 
tom I do not refer to the action of a long line of predecessors, 
but to what is done by all dignified bodies, like ours, which 
have Secretaries. 

I ought, but shall not be able, to give an exact statistical 
report of the attendance upon our meetings. Also a volume or 
two of prajse to those who have been punctual and faithful to 
the Society, and who have labored from the first to make the 
exercises entertaining and instructive, and a sound lecture to 
those whose short-comings have been long suffered. 

Fourteen meetings have been held during-the past year, with 
a very good average attendance. There are now connected 
with the Society, thirty-five corporate members, and thirteen 
honorary members. 

Four of the corporate and four of the honorary members 
reside out of the county. 

During the year we have had seven essays read upon the 
subjects, by the individuals and in the order hereinafter men- 
tioned : 

On Cholera, by Dr. H. Jones. Agency of mercury in 
cholera, diarrhoea, and similar diseases, Dr. D. Prince. On 
idiocy and its relation to the medical profession, Dr. C. 1. 
Wilbur. On ergot of rye, Dr. W.S. Edgar. On phthisis and 
its relation with scrofula, Dr. R. E. McVey. On puerperal 
fever, Dr. D. Prince. On the Calabar bean, Dr. R. Malone. 
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Our meetings have been enlivened by some very spirited and 
interesting ¢onversations on the following topics: Ventillation, 
or the means of changing the viatated,air of the sick-chamber. 
Osteo myelitis. Injections by hydrostatic pressure in acute 
dysentery. A case of malpractice, introduced by Dr. Prince. 
Tartar emetic in uterine inertia. Nomenclature and classifica- 
tion of febrile diseases, introduced by Dr. H. Jones. Ergot. 
Local anesthesia. Introdiction of mecurials into the materia 
medica. Classification and treatment of cutaneous diseases, 
introduced by W. 8. Edgar. Impurities of castor oil, intro- 
duced by Dr. Warrinner. Production of insensibility by cold 
ingeniously applied, introduced by Dr. G. V. Black, who ex- 
hibited apparatus. Cerebro spinal meningitis, introduced by 
Dr. J. P. Johnson. 

Some very remarkable and interesting cases occurring in the 
practice of the various members of the Society have been men- 
tioned and commented upon, of which we cannot in this report 
make further mention. 

A fee bill for the mutual benefit of the members of the So- 
ciety, to serve as a general guide, was framed and adopted at 
the meeting held in December, 1866. ‘The reports of the 
Society, from month to month, have been published in the 
Jacksonville Journal, and several of these reports have been 
copied into the Chicago Medical Journal and ExamMIneR—in 
fact, every report has been published that has been sent to these 
medical journals by the Secretary. We have in store for the 
coming year, essays on various topics, promised by Drs. Prince, 
Henry Jones, H. K. Jones, W. S. Edgar, J. W. Craig, and 
others, and our meetings, it is hoped, will be still better attend- 
ed than during the past year. It is also hoped that interesting 
and rare cases may be reported, and that there may be no lack 
of topics for conversation for each monthly meeting of the com- 
ing year. 

Our meetings have been characterized by uniform courtesy of 
demeanor, one to another, and there has been a complete 
absence of personalities in our discussions and of any disposi- 
tion to carry out the common opinion of the public that doctors 
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never agree. On the contrary, the most perfect harmony of 
action and interchange of good nature have prevailed. In short, 
our meetings have been such as to cause feelings of pride that 
we are so generally amiable and fraternizing. There have 
been no symptoms of intolerance manifested toward the transi- 
tory Lighthills, O’Learys, and Finns, and even stationary 
charlatans have been permitted to bleed their dear public, ad 
libitum, 
“‘With no one nigh to hinder !” 

In conclusion, I would respectfully return my thanks for the 
honor conferred upon me, and the charitable manner in which 
the imperfect performance of the functions of my office have 
been received. 

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted. 

C. T. WiLBeR, M.D., Secretary. 

The Treasurer's report was next read, and both reports were 
accepted by the society. 

Dr. McVey then delivered a spirited and eloquent valedic- 
tory address, after which he vacated the Presidential chair, and 
the newly elected president, Dr. Henry Jones, was conducted 
to it. Dr. Jones briefly remarked that he was completely 
unprepared for any remarks, as the result of the election was 
entirely unexpected by him. 

A resolution of thanks for the able manner in which all the 
- duties had been performed by the officers of the last year, was 


unanimously carried. 
The Society adjourned at half-past 1 o’clock to meet at the 


Dunlap House at 2 o’clock P.M. 

At 2 o’clock P.M., the members of the Society assembled at 
the Dunlap House—where an excellent dinner awaited them. 
After the invocation of the Divine blessing, by Dr. Johnson, 
all proceeded to discuss the viands so bountifully spread out 
before them, and there seemed to be no sign or symptom of 
impared digestive functions among the whole fraternity. 

The members were then called to order by the President, 
when the Secretary announced the following toast: 

“The early practice of Jacksonville,” and called upon Dr. 
Henry Jones to respond. 
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The doctor then opened the “feast of reason”’ with the fol- 
lowing remarks : 

The early practice of medicine in Jacksonville was similar of 
course to medical life in other new settlements, characterized 
by hard work, low charges, long credits, and payment in the 
end, not always, or generally in legal tenders. 

Hard work—for in those early days practitioners were 
nearly all gathered in the larger villages, and the doctor’s cir- 
cuit, if not as broad as the Methodist preacher’s, was no narrow 
one, requiring long rides by night and day, and frequently, 
long, protracted absences from home; and this work must be 
performed on horseback, for the doctor’s duty led him over 
routes impracticable to gig or buggy—and any attempt to em- 
ploy wheels would have ended in sad discomfiture. Just such a 
life as is now being led in other localities, whose conditions are 
at present, what ours were some forty years ago. 

Yet, in the retrospect of these early times and ways, there 
is something by no means unpleasant. If the country was 
young, so was the doctor, for nearly all the practitioners then 
were young men, and labor was easily bourne, which, I suspect, 
some of us would shrink a little from encountering now. 

And to us from the older States there was something fresh 
and piquant, and far from unenjoyable in the rough life of the 
times of which I speak ; and I shall not easily forget the warm 
hospitality, the kindness, and attention to the doctor’s com- 
fort and well-being, so continually manifested by my earlier 
employers in my country rounds. This was characteristic of 
the time. 

We had few classes of doctors then. No homeopathy or 
hydropathy. No itinerant specialists. No wonderful vagrant 
curers of sore eyes, or ears, or throats, or other “ills that flesh 
is heir to.” 

Besides regular practice, we had nothing but Thompsonian- 
ism, or steam practice, and this high pressure: affair soon col- 
lapsed. If still in existence, it is only probably to be found in 
operation on some far away frontier. 

On the heels of the Thompsonians came the “root doctors,” 
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also now, I believe, obsolete. These gentlemen called them- 
selves eclectics, rather an attractive designation, as it seemed to 
present the idea that in them was to be found the collected 
wisdom of all systems carefully separated from what was worth- 
less or erroneous. But the eclecticism of the root doctors con- 
sisted in the employment of a few articles from the vegetable 
kingdom to the exclusion of all other remedial means. The 
community did not seem to think that they had the root of the 
matter in them, and they passed away. There és a wise eclectic- 
ism (not talked about, but employed) which leads the intelli- 
gent practitioner to avail himself of whatever of value may be 
found in any system, and something of value may be found in 
those most heterodox, and, in general, most absurd. 

There is another form of eclecticism developed in later days, 
in which the practitioner selects his methodus medendi, at dif- 
ferent times, and in different instances from all systems, no 
matter how antagonistic to each other, to meet the fantasies or 
prejudices of the constituency to which he ministers. This, 
which in another profession, would be like discoursing, in order 
to meet the requisitions of different creeds, at one time from 
the Bible, at another from the Koran, and at another from the 
Hindo Shasters, is confined, I trust, to a very select and limited 
few. I will not occupy your time in relating incidents illustrat- 
ing medical life in Morgan County in days long past, all of you 
probably, even at this day, have an occasional experience of 
what, in other days formed our daily life; and enough of hard 
work and rough work still survives the changes of the inter- 
vening years. 

I have a pleasant remembrance of my early associates in 
practice in this county. They were intelligent, educated men, 
and entered with good will and energy into the life-work which 
they had choren. But one of that number remains in the field, 
and he is here on this occasion. Some are dead, others have 
removed to other scenes. I should be glad to say a word in 
regard to them, and others who, like them, have occupied the 

position of pioneer doctors in the new settlements of the 
country. I hesitate, lest I should be thought to include myself 
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in the number of those to whom I wish to pay a tribute as sin. 
cere as well deserved. If you will exonorate me from the 
imputation of such inexcusable egotism and vanity, for I detach 
myself from the number of those of whom I wish to speak, I 
will goon. What I wish to say is this—that I cannot look on 
the lives of these early practitioners without feelings of em- 
phatic admiration, and with a strong conviction that their hum- 
ble, obscure, laborious, self-sacrificing, and useful lives deserve 
a higher appreciation than it will ever be their lot to receive. 
With great labor, with no prospect of fame, with little expecta- 
tion of more than a bare support; with much self-denial, and 
often with much difficulty from year to year “in making the 
two ends meet,” their best services were cheerfully rendered; 
and to many a remote and lonely cabin, the homely-garbed 
doctor, plodding patiently on from dwelling to dwelling, was, if 
not in aspect, in reality, an angel of mercy and a ministering 
spirit. Whatever his reward, it certainly was not of this world, 
but his memory will be green in the hearts of some who were 
subjects of his care. All laud and honor, say I, to these hum- 
ble workers in this noble calling, and let them not be forgotten 
when they are seen no more. 

In response to the toast, ‘Be short,” Dr. David Prince 
remarked: ° ‘‘The whys and wherefores of the above sentiment 
I am really at a loss to understand. Physically I am neither 
short nor long. I am not aware that I am even accused of 
being “short”’ in professional or pecuniary relations to society. 
I must, therefore, pause, as I can conceive of no adequate rea- 
son why I should be called upon to reply to this sentiment. 

[The effect of the doctor’s sentiment was a very happy one, 
as no one dared to be very prosy. | 

Dr. R. E. McVey was called upon to narrate the “pleasures 
of a country practice,” which he did in a very brief manner. 

In response to the toast “The Morgan County Medical So- 
ciety,” Dr. W.S. Edgar made the following remarks: 

If nature holds no anniversaries, she marks time by the rev- 
olution of the seasons, and we are reminded by the recurrence 


of spring-time of the organization of our Society one year ago. 
24 
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In adopting a name, the friends were not unmindful of the 
fact that Morgan County had been one of the most prominent 
and highly favored counties in the State from its first settle- 
ment. Indeed, while yet the smoke curled gracefully over the 
wigwams of Keokuk, Wapello, and Blackhawk, the pioneers of 
education appeared with those of civilization to appropriate the 
choice lands and localities to that high interest; and to their 
efforts at that early day, are we chiefly indebted for the leading 
part her sons have ever bourne in the eventful history that has 
since transpired, as well as for the truly enviable reputation 
our county and city has enjoyed for its appreciation of educa- 
tion and true progress. In agriculture she has boasted the 
chief of farmers, whose fame as such was world-wide, leaving 
an enduring monument of individual enterprise and achieve- 
ment. 

As there is much in a name, we presume the truly enviable 
history of the county might contribute somewhat to the success 
of our enterprise, which did not begin its existence without 
misgivings on the part of its friends, lest through the indiffer- 
ence of some and inconvenience of other members of the pro- 
fession, it might fall “still born,” or, at least not survive its 
dentition. But, as more hopeful councils prevailed, we here 
to-day verify, not simply the practicability, but satisfactory 
success of the experiment. 

The rapid advancement in all departments of medical sciences 
the past half century, we have reason to believe is mainly due 
to the numerous organizations of this character in our country 
and the civilized world. 

While other medical schools initiate the novice into our pro- 
fession, the school for thesis and debate cultivates and qualifies 
him for its arduous duties. 

The observations and theories which find their way into Med- 
ical literature through this crucible, are generally worthy the 
attention of the student of his profession. We are aware that 
there are medical gentlemen, of pretention, too, who, by 4 
habit of non-intercourse with their neighbors, in consultation or 
discussion, foster the somewhat popular idea, that to be born 
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the seventh son, or “in the light of the moon,” is to have med- 
ical knowledge by intuition which is preferable to the teaching 
of books or societies. But as few of us can boast these great 
natural advantages, medical societies are needed to impart 
knowledge in the regular and legitimate way, to the uninspired 
at least, while the study and practice of the medical profession, 
affords the means of the highest culture and development, both 
of the moral and intellectual man, when pursued with that end. 
If pursued for selfish, mercenary ends, and popularity in 
the profession, with an extensive practice, is attained as the 
fruit of a system of general demagoging, good Lord, and good 
devil, good Christian, good infidel, good saint, good sinner, 
good homeeopath, good allopath, all things to all men to gain 
money, it certainly furnishes the occasion for cultivating the 
most undesirable character we can conceive. 

On the contrary, if the extended acquaintance and practice 
comes as the fruits of the successful treatment of disease, from 
laborious study of the profession and valuable contributions to 
medical science, it is truly an honor and satisfaction to enjoy 
such public confidence. 

As the practice of our profession necessarily leads to a com- 
petition of a peculiar and delicate character, it is desirable that 
our social and friendly relations be such that a generous hand 
may ever be ready to cast the mantle of charity over any seem- 
ing dishonor or error of a professional brother ; and as a means 
to this end we unite around the social board on this anniversary 
occasion. 

In response to the toast, “Southern Practice,” Dr. O. M. 
Long remarked that he would postpone any extended remarks 
until some future occasion. 

Dr. Rhoades responded to the sentiment, “ Vicarious Finger 
Sight,” with a few brief remarks. 

Dr. Askew, in response to the sentiment, “‘The Profits of 
Practice,’ remarked that, “if any practitioner of medicine 
hoped to make a fortune in the legitimate practice of his pro- 
fession, he was afraid he would be doomed to disappointment.” 

Dr. Fisher, in response to the sentiment, “Experience versus 
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Theory,” remarked that “He could not understand why, when 
there were those present who had been much longer in the 
field, that he should be called upon to talk of experience. 
Though he deemed theory very important, yet experience was 
quite as essential to a successful practice.” 

Dr. M. M. L. Reed gave a very thrilling narrative of “the 
difficulties of medical practice in the early settlement of 
Illinois.” 

Dr. Johnson, of Lynnville, in response to the sentiment, 
“The farm the fruit of a successful practice,” *remarked: “TI 
have the farm, and I will tell you how I got it, and how you 
may do likewise. Forty years ago, I pledged myself to total 
abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. I also made it a rule 
never to be away from my office unless called away by profes- 
sional business. By strict adherence to these two rules he 
deemed that a farm, if desired, would follow as the fruit of a 
successful practice.” 

Dr. J. T. Cassell, in response to the toast, “Early Practice 
in Kentucky,” remarked that “he believed that in the legiti- 
mate practice of medicine a practitioner could acquire a for- 
tune. In a few years’ practice in Kentucky, by diligence and 
hard service, he had secured enough to supply his wants for the 
balance of his days.” 

Dr. J. W. Craig, of Arcadia, in response to a sentiment read 
a brief and very humorous poem, which was received with great 
applause. 

Dr. @. R. Bibb made a few remarks upon “The Tribulations 
of a Young Practitioner.” 

Dr. Lucusgresponded to the sentiment, ‘“‘ Medical Science at 
home and ad,” and called out Dr. Prince. 

Dr. Prince made a few remarks and proposed “The Records 
of the Morgan County Medical Society,” calling Dr. Wilber to 
respond. 

Dr. Wilber remarked that having taken up so much time of 
the Society in his report at the morning session, he would 
simply in the name of the Society offer a conundrum: 

“Why are the frequent non-attending members of the Society 
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like gophers?’ Because they make their marks here and there 
in little mounds of fresh earth, but that is all the Society sees 
of them. 

Dr. DeLeuw gave in response to ‘Change of Location,” the 
sentiment, ‘ta ‘Pereat!’ to all who pretend to be physicians, 
but. who are only pretenders.” 

Dr. Knight spoke in response to the sentiment,.‘‘ Practice in 
Town and Country,” and Dr. Weagley in response to ‘Medi- 
cine and Agriculture.” 

Dr. Buckner suggested the propriety of adopting more 
method in the appointment of individuals to take part in the 
regular meetings of the Society. 

His remarks resulted in the passage of a motion instructing 
the Secretary to call upon the members in alphabetical order to 
prepare essays for the regular meetings of the Society. 

Drs. Askew and Buckner were announced by the president 
as the essayists for the next regular meeting. 

At 5 o’clock P.M., the Society adjourned to meet on the 
second Thursday in June. 


C. T. WILBUR, M.D., Secretary 
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Selections. 


II.—ON THE INFLUENCE OF HYPODERMIC INJEC- 
TION UPON THE SCIENCE OF TOXICOLOGY. 


By 8. P. DUFFIELD, Ph. D. 

So wide has been the beneficial influence of improvements in 
chemical analysis, that it would be superfluous to attempt to 
make any further observations on the important part per- 
formed by this branch of the science. 

When medicine, in the earlier times, stepped forth and 
claimed preeminence and respect, while the untiring alchemest, 
with his fwrore, furnaces and fumes, sought for that elixir which 
should place eternity within his control, she was then encircled 
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by the fancies of her speculative philosophy, encumbering the 
studies of all her collateral branches. 

But in the present age, the exact methods of investigation 
have plungea her again into a new labyrinth of untenable 
theories. The famous trial of Palmer, in England, for poison- 
ing his victim with strychnia, drew all chemists to investigate 
most thoroughly the behaviour of this alkaloid to chemical 
reagents, and we now have full data and methods which render 
its detection and recognition quite easy and simple. 

The beautiful system of dialysis by Graham has been another 
step in advance, and can truly be called one of the zsthetics of 
toxicology, divesting it, as it does, of the curcuitous and very 
unpleasant course heretofore pursued in examining the viscera 
of a poisoned subject. But brilliant and rapid as have been 
the advances in this department of Chemistry, those very dis- 
coveries have turned up new obstacles to be overcome. 

Of late years, a system of introducing remedial agents into 
the circulation, more rapidly than can be done through the 
agency of the stomach, bids fair to place in the hands of design- 
ing persons a power which has never before been posessed by 
any within or without the profession of medicine. I refer to 
the system of hypodermic injection, becoming now so deserv- 
edly popular with the “regular medical profession.”’ 

his system owes its success to the facility with which poisons 
are introduced into the blood. 

From the earliest times, blood has been a favorite topic. 

Moses, in accordance with the views of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, placed the seat of life in the blood. 

One might, therefore, reasonably have expected that subject 
which had played such an important part in medicine would 
have had more than empirical support, on which to base some 
degree of accurate knowledge. 

hen we remember that only three-fourths of a century ago 
oxygen was unknown to the chethist, we can readily perceive 
why former investigators were powerless. Even to physics, 
which had solved some of the great astronomical problems, the 
phenomena of the animal organism were a sealed book. 

Albinus took no meagre view of organic activity in nature 
when he established the axiom, that the essence of life, or the 
vital force, consisted in motion. 

Changes are continually going forward in the living body 5 
physical forces are always striving for the equilibrium; the 
matter set in motion by them finds its centre of gravity—its 
point of rest. Force is nothing more than the expression of 




















1867. ] Selections. 875 


the casual account of natural laws; and if facts do not accord 
with our laws, we have either formed false opinions, or have 
imperfectly investigated the different circumstances under 
which they were exhibited. 

Within the past few years the science of toxicology, as de- 
veloped by the German and French chemists, has attained an 
accuracy which is surprising, when we contemplate the crude 
state it was in fifty years ago. But rapid as has been its pro- 
gress, there has suddenly arisen a barrier to its advance, more 
more formidable than any it had to meet before. 

Friedberg and Ritter mournfully acknowledge that the day 
has not yet arrived when we can detect the difference between 
dried human and ox blood. A few entuusiasts have claimed a 
peculiar oder to different kinds of blood; but these tests stood 
on so slender a foundation, and required an almost hyper- 
excited nose to detect them, that no conscientious expert will, 
for one moment, depend on it for convicting the criminal. The 
microscope, with its polarizing prism, is not able to distinguish 
between the most of domesticated animal’s blood and that of 
man, after it has been dried any length of time. 

We are not able at the present day to detect absorbed alka- 
loidal poison, and this is the fact forming the subject of this 
essay, and to which I wish most particularly to call your atten- 
tion. There can be no doubt that these powerful agents, of 
which strychnia and morphia are the types, are absorbed into 
the blood, and diffused throughout the system like other poisons. 
There seems to be a want of unity in the statements relative to 
their deposition in the viscera, and their subsequent elimina- 
tion. M. Stats, in 1847, announced the discovery of the alka- 
loid in the tissues; but it is questionable whether this was not 
some portion of the nicotine which had beeu imbibed rather 
than absorbed. Referring to his process, with which all 
analytical chemists are familiar, he says he has separated 
strychnia and brucia from nux vomica, veratria from extract of 
veratrum, emetina from extract of ipecac, colchicin from wine 
colchioum, hyoscoamia from extract of henbane, and atropia 
from extract of belladonia. Some of the poisons mentioned 
here will destroy life—the fraction of a grain. Mr. Morson, of 
England, prepares aconitine, of which 1-144 of one grain is the 
full dose, and says that perhaps the 1-50 would prove fatal to 
an adult. Where is the analytical chemist who could separate, 
in quantity enough to give reliable colour test, and obtain crys- 
tals, visible even with the strongest microscope, thus 1-50 
portion of a grain after it has been thoroughly transfused 
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through twenty-eight pounds of blood, and all the tissues and 
organs of the body?* He who has this power can detect, and 
separate, and weigh the specific poison of rabies or of the rat- 
tlesnake, and could justly be classed as a rival of Omnipotence 
itself. 

Among numerous cases of poisoning by opium or its alkaloids 
which have fallen to my lot to examine and depose on, I cannot 
conscientiously say that I ever detected absorbed morphia.* 

The same remark will apply equally to strychnia, and I 
cannot see how some men will state deffinitely they can separate 
absorbed strychnia, but have never dared to undertake the task ; 
knowing that the patient dies from the poison absorbed, they, 
while deining they can detect and separate absorbed poison, 
contented themselves with extracting the contents of the stom- 
ach. When we look back, we find that up to May, 1856, as 
regarded the detection and separation of strychnia, chemical 
scence was a blank. In no once instance before this had 
strychnia been obtained from the tissues of the corpse, and in 
the greater number of cases, it had not even been found in its 
unabsorbed state in the stomach. 

With respect, therefore, to the separation of the vegetable 
poisons, from the blood and tissues, the results are very unsat- 
isfactory. We look in vain in the treatises of Orfila, Kopp, 
Christison, and in the more recent works of Gauttier, Flandin, 
Casper, Otto of Braunschweig, Rocker, for any instance in 
which they claim absorbed strychnia to have boon detected 
either in the human being or in animals; and, in this particu- 
lar, strychnia is but a type, for the same remarks hold good of 
other alkaloids. 

Dr. Harly, of University College, examined the blood of a 
dog killed by the 1-12 of a grain of acetate of strychnia 
injected into the jugular vein. The blood, after the death of 
the dog, gave no evidence of strychnia. Mr. Hoasly, of Chel- 
tenham, examined the blood and tissues of a dog which he 
poisoned with two grains of strychnia, and could not detect its 
presence. Dr. De Vry, of Rotterdam poisoned a dog with 
nitrate of strychnia, introduced into a wound, and after its 
death, he examined four ounces of blood, but not the least trace 
of strychnia was detected. In another case, in which a dog 
was poisoned in four days by half a grain of strychnia in 
divided doses, the chemical analysis led to a negative conclu- 
sion, not only in the blood and tissues but in all parts of the. 
body. Dr. Crawceour, of New Orleans, gave a rabbit half a 
grain of strychnia; the animal died in half an hour. No trace 
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of the poison was found in any part of the body. In a case of 
poisoning which occured to Dr. Geoghegan, of Dublin, in 1856, 
thirty ounces of urine, which had passed the patient from the 
fifty to the thirty-first hour, when carefully analyzed, did not 
yield any trace of strychnia. A case of great interest bearing 
upon this subject occurred to Mr. Wilkins, of Newport, in the 
Isle of Wright, in February, 1857. A gentleman died in six 
hours after taking about three grains of strychnia for the pur- 
pose of self-destruction. The long period he survived was most 
favorable for the diffusion and deposition of the poison. The 


‘ blood and heart were examined by Dr. Taylor and Mr. Scanlan, 


portions of the liver and lungs were examined by Dr. Christi- 
son and Dr. Douglas Maclagan, of Edenburgh, and one kidney 
was examined by Dr. Geoghegan, of Dublin. The result was, 
no trace of absorbed strychnia was detected in any one part. 
In reference to the detection of other alkaloids in an absorbed 
state, there is an absence of facts. That they enter the blood 
by absorption is placed beyond a doubt; but whether, when 
there, they are partially changed, or deposited unchanged in 
the organs, has not yet been satisfactorily determined by ex- 
periment. Dr. De Vry has made recently experiments on the 
alkaloids, and arrives at the conclusion that that part of the 
alkaloid which acts mortally is decomposed in the living body. 
The examination of a large number of cases in the human sub- 
ject can alone determine perfectly this most important point in 
toxicology. ~ 

Be that as it may, we are absolutely certain of a failure in 
attempting to detect the poisonous alkaloid atropia in the 
blood, if administered by hypodermic injection, as it would not 
require more than one-half a grain to prove fatal. Analytical 
chemistry, which has, up to this time, occupied so prominent a 
position, and been so ably associated with forensic medicine, is 
now perfectly powerless. She cannot solve this problem. 
There may come a time when more accurate methods and more 
delecate reagents may lead us to a satisfactory solution of it. 
Heretofore she has been the Nemesis which pursued, with out- 
stretched grasping hand, the murderer. That hand has been 
paralyzed by this bold application of principles of chemical 
physiology in the treatment of disease. The only means now 
of detection will lie in the testimony of the physician of the 
symptoms observed by him, at the bedside of the dying person.* 

Synthesis is far ahead of analysis, and we must admit that 
this is a problem of great importance, and to which the atten- 
tion of toxicologists should be turned. For the present we 
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must say, as we stand grouping on the confines of mortality, 
and straining our powers to discover in the broad, measureless 
eternity some means of controlling the moral effect of this fact, 
and some law which may lead us to processes of detection, that 
just now we realize how hopeless the human mind is, how 
utterly futile has been its attempt to discover a mode of detec- 
tion. In future many a throbbing heart will suddenly cease, 
and no eye but God’s be able to detect the murderer. For the 
present too much weight cannot be given to the testimony of 
medical witnesses at the bedside; if that is not had, and no 
physician was uear at the time of death, we are cast to drift 
upon an unexplored and perhaps a shoreless sea. ’ 

Medical testimony now become all-important, and chemical 
testimony wanes in value, for no satisfactory results can be 
obtained. Juries will now, more than ever, be dependent upon 
circumstantial evidence. 

Mortifying in the extreme as it is to our professional pride, 
stripped of professional honors in medico-legal investigations, 
the chemist and toxicologist now, if never before, realize the 
truth that comes floating to us on the dying breath of La Piace 
—What we know is little, and what we are ignorant of is 
immense.’’—Proc. Amer. Pharm- Assoc. 

*Equals the 1-9800000 of a grain, assuming only the blood 
contains it. If diffused through the whole bole, allowing 128 
pounds for tissues, it would then be reduced to the 1-44800000. 

*In the case of a woman who committed suicide at one of our 
hotels and whose stomach was handed me immediately after 
death, I was able to separate only two grains, when she had 
actually taken ten grains. Again, in the case of a homeopa- 
thic physician who gave solution of morphia, I detected the 1-8 
of a grain in a teaspoonful of the solution, and could only get 
a colour test for morphia from the stomach. 

*There is just reason to hope for good results, from analysis, 
by the spectroscope. Bunsen discovered, in this way, the new 
= Cesium in matter weighing only 1000th part of a grain. 

—KEd. 


DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM AT BELLEVUE HosprraL.—A 
death from chloroform took place recently at Bellevue Hos- 
pital on the occasion of the performance of a rhinoplastic 
operation by Professor Hamilton. The patient was a robust, 
middle-aged Irish woman, whose nose had been bitten off in an 
encounter with an negro. A preliminary operation had been 
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made for the purpose of forming a flap for the new member, 
and evetything had progressed favorably. The second opera- 
tion was intended to complete the formation of the nose, but 
before it could be commenced, the patient expired. It seems 
that chloroform had been first administered by two of the hos- 
pital internes with a view of bringing the patient rapidly under 
the influence of an anesthetic, and an effort was afterwards 
made to employ ether, butjnsensibility not being satisfactorily 
induced, chloroform was again employed with the desired result, 
and the anesthesia afterwards kept up by ether. As the op- 
erator was about to commence, the patient was noticed to grow 
suddenly pale, the pulse ceased at the wrist, and despite every 
exertion to resuscitate her by means, first, of artificial respira- 
tion, then of the galvanic battery, and afterwards by artificial 
breathing following laryngotomy, the patient expired. The 
materials were chemically pure, and the usual care was taken 
in their administration. eath took place as the result of 
paralysis of the heart. 


The new Treatment of Rheumatism. Messrs. Epitors.— 
Iam glad you published Trousseau’s formula from Parrish, as 
it enables me to correct an error. I had not read it before, 
but simply saw it was announced as in Parrish’s book. Trous- 
seau’s own statement is of a syrup saturated with lime. “JI se 
prepare en saturant le sirop de sucre par le chauz et en filtrant.” 
On looking at Parrish, I find it is to be made of slaked lime. 
This is entirely wrong. It should be made of caustic lime. 
The best formula would be to mix two (2) ounces of lime un- 
slaked and eight (8) ounces of sugar together in the mortar, 
and pour over the mixture a wine pint of boiling water. Add 
boiling water enough to mske up the pint, and filter. By the 
use of boiling water, the operation is more rapid and the for- 
mation of lumps is avoided. Of this I have given as as much 
forty-five drops every two (2) hours in one case of acute rheu- 
matism. Generally, thirty-five (85) drops in half (}) a tum- 
blerful of milk every three (3) has been enough. The diet in 
my cases has been left to the patient’s choice. 
Boston, March 2, 1867. — Very truly yours, 
Cuas. E. BuckineHamM. 
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WE give so much of our space in the present number to the 
Proccedings of the American Medical Association, and the 
Convention of Delegates from Medical Colleges, that we haye 
none left for book notices and editorial comments. 








PeRSOoNAL.—Our colleague, Epmunp ANDREWS, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in Chicago Medical College, and of Clinical 
Surgery in Mercy Hospital, will leave for Europe between the 
5th and 10th of June. Prof. ANDREWS goes abroad neither for 
health or recreation, but for the purpose of profiting by a tour 
of observation in the hospitals and medical institutions of Eu- 
rope. He is also a delegate from the American Medical Asso- 
ciation to the International Medical Congress, to be held in 
Paris next. He expects to arrive home again before the Ist of 
October. We wish him a pleasant and profitable journey and 
a safe return. 
















BELLEVUE Piace.—This is the name of a private asylum for 
the treatment of the insane. An advertisement of it will be 
found in the proper place, in this number of the EXAMINER. 
We take special pleasure in calling the attention of our readers 
to the institution, because we are personally acquainted with 
Dr. R. J. Parrerson, the Superintendent, and regard him as 
one of the most experienced and skilful managers of the insane 
in our country, and a man of perfect integrity. 












Money Receipts From Aprit 22p To May 27TH.—Drs. H. 
H. Guthrie, St. Charles, Minn., $3; M. A. Fox, Shulsburgh, 
Wis., 3; J. B. LeBland, Brownsville, Minn., 3; A. Greetinger, 
Milwaukee, Wis., 3; Darius Mason, Prairie du Chien, Wis., 3; 
Harrison Rodebough, Greenup, Ill., 3; E. L. Holmes, Chicago, 
Ill., 8; D. B. Bobb, Dakota, IIl., 3; G. W. Rohr, Rockford, 
Il, 8; R. L. Walston, Paris, Ill., 8; D. S. Jenks, Plano, II, 
3; G. M. Fox, Lyons, Ill, 9; D. B. Wren, Fair Haven, Minn., 
8; F. F. Stair, Paoli, Wis., 2.50; W. H. Cook, Hillsboro, IIL, 
8; E. Dyson, Chicago, IIll., 3; Wm. J. Wheeler, Youngstown, 
Ohio, 8; E. Winchester, Elgin, IIl., 3. 
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Mortatity Report ror THE Monta oF APRIL:— 
* CAUSES OF DEATH. 
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Disease of Liver, --.--- .------- 1 
ee OE TRUE + wie nanan 1 
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waver, Dnotted, 2... nas nqamewn 1 
Fever, Puerperal, .-...-------. 1 
Fever, Lungs, --...-..--.-.... 10 


Jaundice, 


Poisoning, 


Small-Pox, 


Unknown, 





Fever, Nervous, -.-.--.------. 2 


Total number during the month of March, 
Total number during the month of April, 


Fever, Scarlet, 
Fever, Typhoid, --......-.---- 
Fever, not stated, 
Gravel, -- 
Hydrocephalus, --.....--_..__- 
Hemorrhage, 
Inflammation of Bowels, _..-- je 
Inflammation of Brain, 
Inflammation of Lungs, 


Killed, --- 


Paralysis, - 
Pneumonia, 
Phthisis Pulmonalis, 
Rheumatism, --.---.-.-----_-. 
Suffocation, 


Chicken-Pox, 
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Whooping-Cough,_-.---.-..--. 


Unknown, 
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mil: over 70 and under 80, 7; over 80 and under 90, 1; unknown, 2. Total, 
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ears, 133; over 5 and under 10 years, 


and under 30, 26; over 30 and under 
40,30; over 40 and under 50, 23; over 50 and under 60, 13: over 60 and under 


NATIVITIES. 
Chicago, -.....____- 143 | Germany, ---______- 27 | Wales, .......------ 1 
Other Btates, ....__. 40 | Ireland, ........... 38] Unknown,.-----.-.- 5 













10 Scotland, ad 
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BELLEVUF PLACE. 


This private institution for the Insane is located in the beautiful Town of 
Batavia, Illinois, near the bank of the Fox River, thirty-five miles west of 
Chicago. It is accessible by the Dixon Branch of the Northwestern Railroad, 
via Junction Station, and by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, via 
Aurora. 

BELLEVUE PuLAce, which is a pomeenentiy built, stone structure, commo- 
dious, having ample grounds and fine views, is especially fitted and furnished 
for the care and treatment of the Insane, though it is deemed unnecessary that 
the name “ Asylam,” or “ Hospital for the Insane” shall attach to it. It is 
under the immediate Medical care of R, J. PATTERSON, M.D., formerly 
Medical Superintendent of the Indiana State Hospital for the Insane; late 
Medica] Superintendant of the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane; and Pro- 
fessor of Medical Jurisprudence in the Chicago Medical College. 

Gopetlies TRO .ccccc cece Hpnstowns Prof. WM. H. BYFORD, MLD. 
Consulting Surgeon,-...........-...-..--.- Prof. E. ANDREWS, M.D. 


REFERENCES BY PERMISSION. 


ANDREW McFARLAND, M_D., 
Medical Superintendent Illinois Hospital for Insane, Jacksonville. 


M. RANNEY, M.D., 
Medical Superentendent Iowa Hospital for Insane, Mt. Pleasant. 
A. H. VAN NORSTRAND, M.D., 
Medical Superintendent Wisconsin Hospital for Insane, Madison. 
E. H. VAN DEUSEN, M.D., 
Medical Superintendent Michigan Asylum for Insane, Kalamazoo. 
N. 8. DAVIS, M.D., W. H. BYFORD, M.D., 
De LASKIE MILLER, MD., EPHRAIM INGALS, M_D., 
Curcaco, Itt. 
Department for females only, now ready for patients. 
june3m. Address R. J. PATTERSON, M.D., Batavia, Ill. 


BORDEN’S EXTRACT OF BEEF, 


For the immediate production of Beef-Tea. 


This Extract consists of the juices of Choice Beef, cooked in the most 

7. manner and concentrated by evaporation in vacuo into the smallest 

ulk. One pound comprises the soluble portions of twenty pounds of fresh 
beef Perot from mature animals slaughtered while in perfect health. ‘ 

This Extract of Beef differs from Borden’s Meat Biscuit (see U. 8. Dis- 
pensatory) by being concentrated to a degree four times greater, and in not 
containing the farinaceous constituent, without the aid of which perfect pre- 
servation had not then been obtained. It is a nut-brown substance of the 
consistence of caoutchoue, possessing the flavor of delicately roasted meat and 
keeps in perfect condition for an indefinite length of time. 

Dissolved in varying proportions, in hot water, and seasoned a Beef, 
Tea, or Essence of Beef, of any desired richness is instantly — of aro- 
matic flavor, more palatable than and superior in all essential qualities to that 
made by ordinary culinary methods, and which is gratefully received and 
retained by the stomach when other forms of food are rejected. nes 

It has received the highest approval of many of the first physicians In 
the United States, and is offered for use wherever a stimulating and supporting 
aliment is indicated. 

Full directions accompany each package. 

Made by Borden & Currie, in Illinois, and sold by them at 112 East 
29th Street, New York, also, by George W. Southwick, successor to Philip 
Schieffelin & Co., 58 and 60 Vesey Street, New York, and by many Druggists 
and Grocers throughout the country. 


8. T, HINCKLEY, Agent, 104 State Street, Chicag? 














